
 

 
 

Dear All 

 

Driving along Knight’s Drive by the airport, the road was blocked by a truck.  There were men by the truck 

digging the sand from the road and loading it onto the back.   

Us: Why are you digging up the road?   

Them: Oh, we are fixing a road over there (pointing in the direction of Sinde).   

Us: Aha, so you are digging up this road to fix another road …  

 

 

A Visit to Islands of Siankaba 

 

The Islands of Siankaba is a 

lodge on two islands in the 

Zambezi River, about 40 km 

from Livingstone.  It is a luxury 

lodge with seven chalets ranged 

along the riverbank, all reached 

via a raised walkway though the 

trees.   

 

My daughter, Bernie, was 

visiting from Australia and 

wanted a special evening out, 

so the Islands of Siankaba 

seemed a perfect choice.  My 

son, Muftau, and his girlfriend, Lois, joined us.  We left Livingstone at about 2.30pm arriving at Siankaba 

just after 3.  We boarded a boat which took us round to the front of the islands and the main buildings 

where we were given a bit of a talk by Brett, the manager. 

 



Having dumped our bags in the rooms we headed for the boat and a river cruise.  Victor, our guide, had 

taken our orders for drinks, loaded a cool box and we headed off … and then there was a shout from the 

bank … Victor had forgotten the gin …  With much laughter we turned the boat around to collect the gin …  

Bernie promptly opened the bottle and helped herself and everyone else to a drink.   

I have to say now that the weather was cloudy; it had rained on the drive to Siankaba and it looked like rain 

again.  Luckily it didn’t, but the greyness did not make for good photos.  It didn’t dampen our spirits … or 

the beer and gin, though. 

 

Having trundled along the river for a while we parked on a sandbank of one of the islands to relax and enjoy 

the ambience of the river.  It was time to ply Victor with questions.   

Where does the name Siankaba come from?   

Victor: Siankaba is the name of the chief of the area and it means Witch-finder.  We have always had good 

witch-finders in our village.   

Are you from the village of Siankaba? 

Victor: Yes.  Most of the staff are from the village.  We helped in the construction and then we were trained 

to become waiters, guides and cleaners.    

When did the lodge open? 

Victor: In 2002, and I have been working here since then.   

 

 
All the while we were relaxing on the boat a pod of hippos was watching us warily from their spot in the 

middle of the river.  Opposite the lodge is the Zambezi National Park in Zimbabwe and there we noticed 

some kudu along the river’s edge.   



 
 

Bernie works for a company in Australia called 

Toxfree.  Toxfree is running a competition 

among its staff for the most exotic photograph 

of their flag.  Everywhere we went and at every 

opportunity Bernie got out her flag for a photo 

… determined to win the competition.   

 

And then there was a flurry of photo-taking.  

Bernie wanted heaps to take back to Australia 

to show here friends … 

 

After a while we trundled back to the lodge to 

get ready for dinner.   

 

We were joined at dinner by our hosts, Claire 

and Brett, and two other guests from France.  

We all sat down to eat a delicious meal 

together. 

 

The dining/bar area seems very cosy in the 

evenings even though it is open to the 

elements.  The walls are covered in 

photographs by Stephen Robinson and the 

lights give a warm glow.  The rain dripped 

outside … 

 

In the morning I was woken 

by the morning chorus.  

The bird songs were loud 

as they flitted through the 

trees around the chalet.  I 

got up and made tea.  The 

giant kingfishers were the 

main culprits for the noise 

but the trumpeter hornbills 

soon started to give them 

some competition.   I also 

saw plenty of bee-eaters, 



boubou shrikes and an African finfoot.  Bernie and I 

soon finished our teabag allocation so Bernie went 

next door to Muftau to steal some of theirs.  

Having relaxed in our rooms, had a shower and got 

dressed we headed for the main area for breakfast.   

 

The chalets and the main area are on two separate 

islands which are linked by a bridge.  The bridge 

had just been completely redesigned during the 

past year because of the water levels in the river – 

parts of the bridge had been under water …   

 

Muftau and Lois joined us not long afterwards, 

Muftau telling us that he had just seen some otters 

in the river.  They must have been (according to 

me) cape clawless otters which are reasonably 

common in the Zambezi.   

 

I went for a short walk along the nature trail but 

didn’t get far as the rain started again … it had 

rained most of the night …  The nature trail is 

particularly good at this time of year as all the 

plants are in flower and there are some really 

interesting specimens.  In fact, I found one which I 

wanted and the gardeners set to work digging up a few for me to take home.   

 

After breakfast and a chat we decided that we had to get back to Livingstone so took the boat back to the 

mainland.  There I found the Zambikes and decided to have a go.  The car park was very wet, the seat of the 

bike too high for me to get my bottom on … I did try but only managed a few yards … 

 

Thanks, Simon and Bonnie, for a great evening.   

 

 

Miles Sampa, Minister of Southern Province, Cuts Down Trees 

 

During the past few weeks, the Minister for Southern Province, Miles Sampa, was preparing the Minister’s 

house for occupation.  Having worked on the inside of the house, he then set to work on the garden ...  He 

cut the trees, ancient trees, which had probably been in the garden for over 100 years.  He also cut down 

another tree on the green area in front of his house. 

 

The story was picked up by all the newspapers and TV stations so it was obvious that there was concern 

from Livingstonians.     

 

According to the stories going round, the Minister was afraid of snakes and also wanted to clear the view in 

front of his house so that he could see the spray of the Victoria Falls from the window.  It is alleged that he 



approached 

Council to 

take the 

trees down.  

The Council 

said that he 

was not 

allowed to 

cut them 

down but 

they were 

happy to 

trim them 

for him.  The trees were 

trimmed.  Later, though, the 

Minister decided that he 

wanted the trees removed so 

he brought the inmates from 

Livingstone prison and they 

cut them down. 

 

So why has this caused such 

an uproar?  Well, firstly, of 

course, the trees were old and 

this is Livingstone.  

Livingstonians are aware of 

their environment and they 

care about it.  Without a beautiful environment we are not going to promote our major industry, tourism. 

 

There is also the fact that the house is an old one, protected by National Heritage.  The grounds are equally 

protected, as the house.  Mr Sampa is only a temporary resident in that house; he has to think of the past 

and future occupants.  National Heritage protects the past so that the future generations can enjoy.     

 

 

Maramba Crocodile 

 

At this time of year when the river levels are high, 

crocodiles move to places they would not normally be 

found.  One such crocodile found its way up the 

Maramba River and attacked a man who was crossing 

the river.  The man was rescued and taken to the 

hospital but the doctors had to amputate his leg.   

 

The Zambia Wildlife Authority came to the river and shot 

the crocodile.   

 

 

Yellow Fever 

 

I have just had a report from a traveller, via Livingstone 

airport, to South Africa who had a yellow fever card showing proof of an inoculation but was not allowed to 

board the plane until she had had another injection because it was an old card.  She was required to have 

another inoculation and be issued with a new certificate.  The cost: K380,000.   

 



 

 WILD LION IN LIVINGSTONE, January 2012 

 

On the 22nd of January staff of Mukuni Big Five 

(MB5) alerted Lion Encounter that a large lion 

may be present in the Songwe area of 

Livingstone. All Lion Encounter and ALERT lions 

were confirmed to be present and accounted 

for – as were those belonging to MB5. It was 

clear this was a wild lion – and from the size of 

the footprints – a large male at that.  

 

The following day a team of Zambia Wildlife 

Authority (ZAWA) scouts and MB5 staff found 

further spoor and a dead cow in the area, 

indicating that he had not moved away from the area overnight. 

Lion Encounter in conjunction with ALERT sought permission from 

ZAWA to capture and relocate this lion. We believe had we not 

taken this step he would have likely been destroyed. Dr Ian Parsons, 

wildlife vet and an expert in game capture was called and headed 

urgently to Livingstone arriving on Tuesday the 24th.  

 

Whilst waiting for his arrival Lion Encounter provided bait in an 

effort to keep the lion in the same area to facilitate capture and to 

stop it venturing into villages looking for livestock. Lion Encounter 

General Manager, Richard Leach, headed the operation with Dr Ian 

Parsons, and over the next few days the rescue team attempted to 

track the lion on foot.  

 

The team saw him on a couple of occasions but were not presented 

with an opportunity to dart him. The team decided to construct a 

hide, up in a tree, in an area that the lion was believed to be, as a 

further two killed cows were found here.  

 

At 20.36 on Thursday the 26th of January, the lion 

was successfully darted. Once asleep he was 

transported to Lion Encounter’s secure facility in 

Dambwa Forest, facilities there boast a double 

electrified fence suitable to contain big five species.  

 

Lion Encounter and ALERT will continue to work 

with Dr Ian Parsons and the Zambia Wildlife 

Authority to determine the origin of this animal that 

was found to be wearing a GPS collar, as well as 

what is the best next course of action for this lion.  

 

At the forefront of all decision making throughout 

the operation was the safety of the people of Songwe and the greater Livingstone area. We are pleased to 

have been able to keep the local communities and their livestock safe by capturing this wild lion – and 

simultaneously saving the lion’s life.  

 

Lion Encounter and ALERT would like to sincerely thank Mukuni Big Five, the Zambia Wildlife Authority, 

Batoka Sky and Overland Mission for their continual assistance throughout the operation.  



ZAMBIA 
Action on Power Lines 

From ZOS 

 

Two new international reports on the conflict between migratory birds and power lines in the African-

Eurasian region have been presented to delegates at the Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals at Bergen in Norway. The two 

documents are The Review of the Conflict Between Migratory Birds and Electricity Power Grids in the 

African-Eurasian Region and the Guidelines on How to Avoid or Mitigate the Impact of Electricity Power 

Grids on Migratory Birds in the African-Eurasian Region. 

 

Electrocution and collision with power lines are one of the major causes of unnatural death for birds.  At 

end of 2010 there were 70.5 million kilometers of power lines throughout the world, and this is expected to 

increase to 76.2 million kilometers by the end of 2015. The review shows that tens of millions of birds die 

annually from collision with power lines in the African-Eurasian region electrocution. 

Mortality hotspots occur where large numbers of birds congregate, such as near water bodies or in 

migration corridors. The collision risk of migrating birds increases when weather conditions forces them to 

fly at lower altitudes, and low visibility due to twilight or weather conditions, or because the wire is too thin 

to be seen by the birds, creates an even higher risk. 

 

For some large, slow reproducing migrating bird species, such as pelicans, storks, flamingos, birds of prey, 

cranes, bustards and owls, the death toll could possibly lead to population declines and/or local or regional 

extinction. In South Africa, for example, 12% of Blue Cranes, South Africa’s national bird, and 11-15% of 

Ludwig’s Bustards are dying annually in collisions with power lines. 

 

It is relatively easy to minimize these negative impacts from power lines on birds and the guidelines make a 

number of recommendations. 

 

The most effective measure to eliminate the possibility of both electrocution and collision is underground 

cabling. This method is very costly and therefore not feasible for the whole African-Eurasian region. 

Designing the route and direction of power lines so as to avoid construction in habitats of conservation 

importance, such as important bird areas, protected areas, Ramsar sites and other critical sites. 

 

Other less expensive measures include the insulation of dangerous electric parts of the lines, the 

installation of bird-friendly perching and nesting devices as well as the installation of markers or bird flight 

diverters in overhead wires which alone can reduced bird mortality by 50-80%. 

 

“National authorities, electricity companies and organizations involved in bird conservation and research 

should use these guidelines as a first step to address the serious problem of bird mortality caused by 

electrocution and collision and work together to also better plan the locations of future power lines and 

jointly identify critical locations where existing power lines should be made safer for birds,” said Marco 

Barbieri, Acting Executive Secretary of the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement. 

Source: Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) news. 

 

South Africa gets tough on yellow fever rules 

From the Zambian Weekly 

 

About 20 Zambians have been denied entry into South Africa because their yellow fever vaccination 

certificates were deemed fake. The 20 were travelling on a CR Carriers bus which was nearly sent back with 

all 30 passengers aboard. The immigration officers at Beit Bridge claimed the certificates were fake because 

they were light rather than dark yellow. 

In October 2011, South Africa decided that all travellers to and from Zambia (also those in transit) must 

carry a yellow fever vaccination certificate. The reason being that the World Health Organisation (WHO) 



earlier had changed its classification for Zambia from having “no” to “low” risk of yellow fever in 

Northwestern and Western Provinces. The WHO has emphasised that vaccination is generally not 

recommended for travellers going to low risk countries, but it is up to individual countries to decide 

whether or not they require proof of vaccination (Daily Mail/Post 30). 

 

 

Sioma Ngwezi National Park 

From International Development 

 

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) has received funding from the Ministry for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (BMZ) of the Federal 

Republic of German through KfW 

towards the cost of the construction of 

proposed infrastructure in Sioma 

Ngwezi National Park, Shangombo 

District in Western Province for which 

this invitation for bids is issued. 

 

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) 

now invites sealed bids from eligible 

Bidders to carry out Works in Sioma 

Ngwezi National Park, as follows: 

 

1 Sioma Headquarters (on Solar power 

supply) 

i) Main Office Building (1no.) 

ii) Operations Centre Building (1no.) 

 

2 Sioma Residential (on Solar power 

supply) 

i) Two Bedroom Low Cost Staff Houses 

(20 no.) 

ii) Three Bedroom Medium Cost Staff 

Houses (4 no.) 

iii) Three Bedroom High Cost Staff 

House (1 no.) 

 

 

Zambia Weekly 

 

I usually include some stories from the 

Zambian Weekly, but there was quite a lot of interest this week, so I think those of you who would like to 

receive it should get their own copy.  The Zambian Weekly takes a look at hot topics in Zambia during the 

week, many articles taken from the newspapers.  If you would like to sign up, email Camilla Hebo Buus 

(Zambia Weekly) at: cabuus@zambia-weekly.com 

 

 

Batoka Dam 

 

Last week I wrote about the proposed Batoka Gorge dam.  I was sent an interesting article written by 

Gareth Harrison and Bert Whittington who had done some research on the proposed Batoka Dam.  In their 

opinion the dam will not be cost effective and will not achieve the desired results.   

 

From the Journal of Hydrology, published in 2002 



 

Susceptibility of the Batoka Gorge hydroelectric scheme to climate change 
Gareth P. Harrison, H. (Bert) W. Whittington 

 

The continuing and increased use of renewable energy sources, including hydropower, is a key strategy to 

limit the extent of future climate change. Paradoxically, climate change itself may alter the availability of 

this natural resource, adversely affecting the financial viability of both existing and potential schemes. Here, 

a model is described that enables the assessment of the relationship between changes in climate and the 

viability, technical and financial, of hydro development. The planned Batoka Gorge scheme on the Zambezi 

River is used as a case study to validate the model and to predict the impact of climate change on river 

flows, electricity production and scheme financial performance. The model was found to perform well, given 

the inherent difficulties in the task, although there is concern regarding the ability of the hydrological model 

to reproduce the historic flow conditions of the upper Zambezi Basin. Simulations with climate change 

scenarios illustrate the sensitivity of the Batoka Gorge scheme to changes in climate. They suggest 

significant reductions in river flows, declining power production, reductions in electricity sales revenue and 

consequently an adverse impact on a range of investment measures. 

 

The article takes various scenarios of climate change, reduced rainfall and analyses them.  It leads to the 

following conclusion: 

 

The continuing and increased use of renewable energy sources, including hydropower, is a key strategy to 

limit the extent of future climate change.  However, the trend towards deregulation in the electricity 

industry will involve increasing amounts of private investment which may not favour hydropower projects. 

More importantly, the very fact that climate is changing may alter the availability of this natural resource. 

The impact of such changes in terms of their effect on the financial viability of schemes will be of particular 

interest to investors. 

 

To quantify the relationship between changing climate and scheme financial viability, a model was 

developed. Based on the traditional hydro appraisal process, the technique avoids the reliance on historic 

river flow patterns by linking climatic variables with river flows through the use of a hydrological model. 

The use and performance of the prototype software was examined through the use of the planned Batoka 

Gorge scheme as a case study. The model was found to perform well, given the inherent difficulties in the 

task, although there is concern regarding the ability of the hydrological model to reproduce the historic flow 

conditions of the upper Zambezi Basin. Simulations with GCM scenarios depicting current and potential 

future climates were compared and illustrate the sensitivity of the case study scheme to changes in climate. 

Under the future climatic conditions examined there would be significant reductions in river flows, declining 

power production, reductions in electricity sales revenue and consequently an adverse impact on a range of 

investment measures; indeed, in several cases the scheme would be non-economic. 

 

While the authors do not claim that their analysis, in its current form, presents an exact prediction of future 

conditions, they believe that the results of this study indicate a potentially serious issue for hydroelectric 

projects. Further, they believe that a refined version of the methodology should be applied in other regions 

of the world, since hydroelectric exploitation and climate change are both global issues. 

 

 

DAMS ON THE LIST BY INTERNATIONAL RIVERS ORGANISATION TO BE FINANCED/CONSTRUCTED BY 

CHINESE 

 

ZAMBIA 

  

SIZE 

 
Lumangwe Falls Kalungwishi River 

 
210 MW Proposed 

Kalungushi 

hydropower project   
Hydropower 120MW Proposed 



Kariba North Bank 

Hydropower Station 
Zambezi River   Hydropower extension 720 MW Under Construction 

Batoka Gorge Zambezi River Hydropower 1600 MW Proposed 

Kafue Lower Gorge 

Power Station 
Kafue River Hydropower - retrofit 750 MW Under Construction 

Lusiwasi Extension  Lusiwasi River 
 

220 MW Under Construction 

Itezhi-Tezhi 

hydropower project  
Kafue River Hydropower - retrofit 120 MW Under Construction 

     

ZIMBABWE 
    

     
Gwayi-Shangani Dam Zambezi River 

  
Proposed 

Kariba South Bank 

Expansion 
Zambezi River Hydropower Extension 300 MW Proposed 

 

 

ZIMBABWE 
Convention Centre for the Victoria 

Falls 

 

In order to prepare for the UNWTO in 

2013 the Zimbabwe government plans 

to construct a Convention Centre in 

Victoria Falls Town.  The centre will 

seat between 3,000 – 5,000 people; 

have committee rooms, a golf course 

and two hotels.  This was the story in 

one of the newspapers this week.   

 

According to the article:  

The piece of land being proposed for 

the construction of the convention 

centre covers an area of about 1,000 

hectares. It is located six kilometres 

south of Victoria Falls town. It starts 

just after Musue River to the south of 

the town extending to about five 

kilometres southwards towards Victoria 

Falls airport, said the Ministry of 

Tourism and Hospitality. 

 

I would guess that the site is to the west of the Bulawayo road just north of Stanley & Livingstone Lodge. 

 

This story is interesting for several reasons.  The first one is that the government of Zambia is also 

considering building a Conference Centre in Livingstone for the UNWTO meeting.  The other reason it is 

interesting is because the private sector in Victoria Falls Town stated that they were unwilling to invest in 

any such building development as it was economically unviable in this present time.  The private sector in 

Livingstone is also unwilling to go to any investment for the meeting for precisely the same reason.   

 



I can only guess that both convention centres would be built and funded by the Chinese.  And, do we really 

need two?  Do we need even one? 

 

All this points to the fact, in my opinion, that there is not much discussion going on between the two 

governments of Zambia and Zimbabwe.  The UNWTO only needs one conference facility and I doubt that it 

needs more hotels.  A walk around Victoria Falls Town hotels will show the emptiness of many 

accommodation facilities.  Only those hotels who work tirelessly on their marketing are managing to fill 

their rooms.   

 

Discussing the building of a conference facility in Livingstone, I was told that Livingstone will need such a 

facility for the future as it intends to attract thousands of tourists …  My comment was that that was just a 

dream …  The future is very uncertain at the moment with much of the world still in recession and 

predictions stating that it will go on for many years.   

 

Zimbabwe has broken infrastructure throughout the country with water and sewage systems not working; 

with power stations collapsing; roads deteriorating … the list goes on.  Victoria Falls Town is an island on 

the edge of Zimbabwe which functions well, but the rest of the country is in a state of collapse.  Surely if 

the government is to spend (borrowed?) money it should be spent on the basic facilities for the people.   

 

New Airline Operating in Zimbabwe 

 

Sol Air has been given a licence to operate domestic air routes in Zimbabwe.  They will operate on the 

Harare-Bulawayo, Harare-Victoria Falls routes. 

 

At present Sol Air has one aircraft in Zimbabwe but three more will be arriving soon.   The fleet will include 

a 90-seater Beech craft 1900D, a 70-seater CRJ700 plane, a ATR 72-500 and a 70-78 turboprop. 

 

 

MWANGA LODGE BABY ELEPHANT DIES 

From The Zimbabwe National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

 

It is with much sadness that we report the death of the orphaned male elephant calf rescued on the 8th 

January 2012.  The young calf was found abandoned and wandering along the Makuti / Karoi Road.  

 

Through the collective efforts of various wildlife organisations, the young elephant calf was transported to 

Harare and placed under the care of Gordon and Debbie Putterill at Mwanga Lodge.  The arrival of the 

young calf had raised much public attention with several appeals being generated for his upkeep. 

 

In collaboration with Zimbabwe Parks & Wildlife Management Services, the ZNSPCA dispatched a senior 

regional inspector and veterinarian to conduct an initial assessment of the calf. The initial reports stated 

that the elephant was in a fair condition and concerns were noted with regards to his immediate dietary 

requirements. The ZNSPCA team was duly advised that the elephant was receiving private veterinary 

treatment and that several caregivers would remain with the young calf on a 24hr basis. 

 

The owners of Mwanga Lodge had further stated that they had considerable experience in the raising of 

young elephant. Given such assurances it was decided that visitations from the ZNSPCA would be 

conducted on a weekly basis. 

 

On Monday 30th January the ZNSPCA received several communications concerning the continued 

deterioration of the young calf’s health. 

 

The ZNSPCA contacted several international elephant rehabilitation organisations with whom they are 

affiliated. A decision was reached that blood samples and a detailed veterinary report was required so as to 

ascertain the exact status of the young calf’s health. 



 

Today upon arrival, the ZNSPCA team was advised that the young calf had just died. We have also been 

advised that a post mortem will be conducted by The Veterinary Services Wildlife Department. 

 

Young elephants generally have a high mortality rate and subsequently require specialised dietary 

requirements and a protracted period of rehabilitation. 

 

Since the establishment of the ZNSPCA Inspectorate, the work of the Inspectors has been commended 

locally and internationally, including an award from the NSPCA (South Africa) the Service to Animals Special 

Award “in appreciation and admiration of outstanding work under extremely difficult conditions” and the 

Humane Society International Award for Extraordinary Commitment and Achievement. 

 

 

Financial Centre for Victoria Falls Town 

 

The Zimbabwe government has agreed to set up an International Financial Centre in Victoria Falls Town.  

The hope is that the centre will attract outside investment.   

 

A financial centre is usually home to banks, financial businesses and stock exchange.  Quite often there will 

be tax incentives for businesses and transfer of funds in and out of the centre are made easy.   

 

 Zimbabweans Need ID to see the Victoria Falls 

 

During the week, the Parks Authority at the Victoria Falls entrance insisted that anyone who arrived and 

claimed to be a Zimbabwean had to provide proof of their nationality by producing their national identity 

cards.  Other forms of identification like driving licences or passports were not accepted.   

 

The charge to visit the Victoria Falls is US$5 if you are a Zimbabwean, US$30 if you are not.  It becomes 

quite expensive if you arrive with a family and are required to pay US$30 each because you came along 

without your national identity card.   

 

Given Muchetu: I have travelled all the way from Mutare with my family to come and view the Victoria 

Falls, but I am being barred from viewing the falls because I failed to produce national identification cards. 

They should have another way of assisting us.  We should not be treated like this in our own country. 

 

 

From Wild Zambezi 

 

SAFARI LOGISTICS:  A NEW PLAN FOR AIR ACCESS TO ZAMBEZI WILD AREAS   

 

Wild Zambezi is excited about a new Air Taxi initiative to provide cost effective air access to some of 

Zimbabwe’s top safari and wildlife areas.  Safari Logistics has been launched by African Bush Camps to link 

hotels, lodges, camps and safaris in Victoria Falls, Hwange, Bumi Hills/Matusadona, Kariba and Mana Pools 

with a 4-seater Cessna 206 aircraft.  

 

It has always been difficult (especially for couples or groups of less than four) to fly to Zimbabwe’s remote 

destinations from Victoria Falls without having to pay for an expensive private air charter. 

 

With Safari Logistics, clients or their agents can now simply choose the flight sector they need along the 

route (see map) and book and pay for a seat on the Air Taxi.  This will run guaranteed schedules three times 

a week departing from Victoria Falls at 0800hrs on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.    

 



Tourism facilities serviced by this route will include:  

Hwange (Manga): Somalisa Camps 

Hwange: The Hide, Sikumi Tree Lodge, Ivory, 

Miombo & Hwange Safari Lodge 

Bumi Hills:  Bumi Hills Safari Lodge, Rhino Safari 

Camp, Musango Camp 

Kariba: Fuel Stop or House Boats 

Mana (Dandawa): Kanga Camp 

Mana Pools: Zambezi Life Styles, Vundu Camp, 

Goliath Safaris, various canoeing and walking safaris 

Victoria Falls:  Various hotels and lodges in and 

around this regional tourism hub. … 

 

For more information contact African Bush Camps or e-mail book@safari-logistics.com  

 

CAPTURE THE ACTION!.... 

 

Christopher Scott, award-winning 

Zimbabwean photographer, who runs Fun 

Photography Wild, took this wonderful 

action shot on the shores of Lake Kariba.  He 

describes the moment: 

 

“On a recent visit to Rhino Safari Camp I 

came across a Goliath Heron going about his 

early morning fishing routine. The largest of 

the Heron family, the Goliath is a beautiful 

bird and thus I was very keen to get a few 

pictures of this chap and his morning 

routine, so I slowly and quietly eased myself 

into a position where I had a good view of 

him. 

  

After a few moments of blissful silence and serene observation he started moving, to my dismay, away 

from me and out of the bay towards the open water. Disappointed but still keen for a picture of this large 

bird in flight I lined up and waited patiently for him to spread his wings and head out. 

 

Almost on queue the magnificent bird, with wings outstretched began his pre-flight check, when all of a 

sudden, in a blur of sharp claws and unrestrained anger, a nearby previously peaceful Fish Eagle took some 

deep exception to the presence of the Goliath and decided to see him off! Obliviously unawares of this 

potential all I saw through the view-frame was a blur of motion in from the top right and the indignant 

squawk of the Goliath as it headed out, feathers abruptly ruffled! 

 

Thankfully, due more to reaction than anything else I managed to squeeze off a few shots of the action 

before I even knew what was going on. Lesson learned: plan and expect for everything and when it 

happens when you are off guard, don't hesitate to hold your finger down on the shutter button, you may 

end up with some stunning results!” 

  

Fun Photography Wild helps photographers of all aptitudes to get the best out of their cameras either in a 

one-day workshop environment in Harare or out on safari in some of Southern Africa’s wonderful 

wildernesses, including the Mana Pools, Matusadona, Hwange,  South Luangwa, and Gorongosa National 

Parks.    

For more information and contact details see this link:   Fun Photography Wild 

 



PARK ENTRY FEES FROM JAN 2012  

 

(Fees in US$ quoted at 3 levels as follows: International; Regional (SADC); Local Residents. 

Mana Pools:    US$30;  US$20;  US$5 

Matusadona:    US$15;  US$12;  US$5 

Charara, Kariba:   US$10;  US$8;  US$5 

Chinhoyi Caves:   US$10;  US$8;  US$5 

Chewore:    US$10;  US$8;  US$5 

Chizarira:    US$10;  US$8;  US$5 

Doma:     US$10;  US$8;  US$3 

Sapi:     US$10;  US$8;  US$3 

Binga:     US$10;  US$8;  US$3 

Dande:    US$10;  US$8;  US$3 

 

BOTSWANA 
 

Chobe National Park 

 

Some parts of Chobe National Park are becoming clogged with vehicles and people.  In order to ease the 

situation, Parks Officials came up with some rather impossible ideas.  After a meeting with operators it was 

decided to dump the plan and to work towards a better solution.  There is, however, need to reduce the 

number of vehicles at any one time, especially along Chobe Riverside, so expect some rules to come into 

force at some point during the year.   

 

 

Botwana Government to Reduce Civil Service 

 

In order to cut costs, the Botswana government plans to reduce its workforce over the next three years.  It 

hopes to cut the wage bill by 5%.  There is a freeze on new recruitments and some government functions 

will be outsourced to the private sector.   

 

According to Finance and Development Minister, Kenneth Matambo, sales of diamonds had fallen by over 

70% in 2011.  He felt that things would not improve while the situation remains the same with the US and 

European economies.   

 

 

NAMIBIA 
New River Level Warning 

 

According to Chief Hydrologist, Guido van Langehove, the Zambezi is rising after heavy rains in Western 

Province of Zambia and parts of Angola. There are concerns that the levels will reach the 2009/2010 levels 

again. 

 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Villagers moved from Islands downstream of 

Cahora Bassa dam 

 

The dam gates are open at Cahora Bassa and the 

river levels downstream are rising.  Around 

Tambara there are many islands in the river where 

the villagers plant crops.  The authorities are trying 



to evacuate the farmers from the islands to protect them. 

 

The district administrator of Tambara, Gilberto Canheze:  People who remain on the islands have no notion 

of danger. We always appeal in times of heavy rain for people to voluntarily abandon the islands and move 

to safer areas. Some families obey, but there are those who resist. 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Kruger National Park staff on Strike 

 

361 members of staff including over 240 rangers are to go on strike over a pay dispute.   

 

Public Relations and Communication for Kruger, William Mabasa:  It is indeed unfortunate that our Rangers 

have decided to go on strike at the time when we are at the peak of our war against rhino poachers. These 

are the men and women that we rely on in our fight against the poachers, but nevertheless Management 

would like to assure our guests and the public in general that all contingency measures are in place to 

adequately deal with the situation. The Honorary Rangers, the SAPS and the SANDF will be at hand to 

reinforce our efforts as far as security and anti-poaching are concerned. In the meantime, the recruitment of 

the additional 150 rangers as per the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs Minister’s 

announcement is proceeding. We are satisfied that we will be able to sufficiently deal with the situation and 

be able to protect visitors as well as the majority of our employees who will be at work from possible 

intimidation that might arise out of the envisaged industrial action. 

 

 

Plane to help in Anti-Poaching in Hluhuwe/Imfolozi Reserves 

 

In 2010, Kim Steinberg sold copies of one of her prints, Black 

Rhino, to raise funds for anti-poaching.  She raised R30,000 

which was given to Imfolozi Anti Poaching Unit before 

Christmas in 2010.  During 2011 the campaign to raise funds 

was continued, 

with musicians 

helping by 

donating funds 

from ticket sales at events.  Another R30,000 was raised during 

2011.  The funds have been used to help buy a light aircraft. 

 

Kim went to Hluhluwe to receive a Certificate of Appreciation 

and to go for a ride in the new plane.   

 

 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
 

SERENGETI HIGHWAY DECISION SET FOR 15TH MARCH 

The East African Court of Justice has ruled that a decision will be handed down on the 15th of March, 

if the Tanzanian government will be permanently restrained to build a highway across the Serengeti, 

as was and is declared intent inspite of a misleading letter to the contrary sent early last year to 

UNESCO. 

Tanzania’s Attorney General had yesterday argued before the appellate court that the injunction 

granted by the court’s first instance should be set aside, claiming the East African Court of Justice 

lacked the capacity to impose a permanent injunction on the Government of Tanzania. The plaintiff, 

the Africa Network for Animal Welfare, which took the case to the Arusha based regional court after 



local courts proved incapable or unwilling to deal with the matter to the satisfaction of the 

conservation fraternity, however argued that the court indeed had the right and the jurisdiction to 

decide on the matter as it saw fit according to the facts presented. 

Should the Tanzanian government lose the case, when the ruling is delivered in mid March, it remains 

to be seen if they will respect a permanent injunction or as already vowed by government sycophants 

and hotheads will ignore it and go ahead anyway and create facts on the ground which might be 

irreversible. Watch this space as the Serengeti Highway fate now rests with the appellate bench of the 

East African Court of Justice. 

 

RWANDA RAISES GORILLA PERMIT FEES BY 50 PERCENT 

An announcement was just received that the Rwanda Development Board will, effective 01st of June 

2012, raise gorilla permit fees for new permits, though not permits already pre-booked until the time 

of the announcement, from the present US Dollars 500 per person to US Dollars 750 per person. 

The additional income will be used to further strengthen protective measures for the prized animals, 

fund conservation efforts, research and community outreach programmes, all of which depend on 

income generated by tourists coming to see the gorillas. 

John Gara, CEO of the Rwanda Development Board under which Tourism and Conservation fall, had 

this to say in response to questions: ‘This increase comes at a time when there is significant growth of 

the gorilla population as well as an increasing demand for gorilla tourism. We are very committed to 

sustain our efforts in conservation in order to protect their environment as well as the rich biodiversity 

that exist in our national parks.” 

Rwanda’s gorilla conservation efforts have shown significant success. Today, there are ten gorilla 

families which accommodate a maximum of eight tourists per day each, a number that has almost 

doubled over the last five years. 

Miss Rica Rwigamba, Head of the Tourism and Conservation Department, added: ‘We have seen a 

sustained increase in interest for gorilla trek as well as recognition that good conservation can truly 

contribute to growth of these species. Mountain Gorillas are the only increasing gorilla species 

population, which is evidence that responsible tourism and conservation go hand in hand.’ … 

 

 

OTHER STUFF 
 

China at the Tipping Point 

Fri, 02/03/2012 

By: Grace Mang of International Rivers 

 

Last week, I sat in Washington in a Senate Hearing Room to give a testimony on the grim situation facing 

China's rivers. Alongside Elizabeth Economy - a Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and 

Jennifer Turner - Director of the Woodrow Wilson Center's China Environment Forum, we laid out the 

frightening and significant water challenges that China is facing. Unlike many at the US-China Economic and 

Security Commission hearing, I left feeling optimistic and inspired, which begged me to ponder what is the 

basis of my optimism? Do I just have a bad case of blind faith? 

 

Doom and Gloom 

Before opening my Pandora's box of optimism, it's worth briefly outlining what exactly is the grim situation 

that China faces. 

 

Within China, demand for water from agriculture, industry and cities has and is expected to continue to 

grow. Such growth coupled with a likely decrease in water availability under climate change means that 

China faces an unenviable if not impossible situation of dwindling supplies and increasing demand for 

water. 

 

China's dam-building spree indicates a preference from China's leaders to build their way to water security. 

The Commission heard about the soon to be completed South-North Water Transfer Project, which will 

pipe water from China's four central rivers to meet agricultural and energy production needs in northern 



China. Yet it’s unlikely that the water to be supplied will be enough to meet the needs of the thirsty north. 

Under the Chinese government's 12th Five Year Plan, China's rivers will face further threats as the 

government attempts to add the equivalent of one Three Gorges Dam to China's hydroelectric dam 

inventory each year for the next five years. 

 

China's Water Resources are at a Tipping Point 

 

All three of us lamented that China has an arsenal of underutilized water policy tools. Urban water pricing 

reforms, better enforcement of water pollution laws and stronger environmental planning laws are all 

reasonable and effective ways of solving the equation of reduced water availability, increased demand and 

declining river health. However, at this stage all panel members agreed that the Chinese government is still 

sending mixed signals on how it intends to respond to its water resource management challenges. 

 

I also told the Commission that Chinese companies and banks are leading the charge in large dam projects 

across Latin American, Asian and African rivers, often without the requisite due diligence of the 

environmental, economic and social impacts. Chinese banks and dam builders are associated with no less 

than 300 dam projects in 66 countries. Chinese dam builders are most active in countries that have weak 

environmental and social protections such as Burma and Laos in Southeast Asia and Sudan and Ethiopia in 

Africa. And until recently, no Chinese dam builders had committed to observing international best practice 

in environmental and social safeguards. 

 

I'm Optimistic for Three Reasons 

 

I know what you're thinking - with all this said, how is it that I have any optimism? After much thought, 

procrastination and too much time in self-reflection mode, I came up with three reasons. 

 

First, International Rivers does not view China as a black box. A colleague recently told me that the biggest 

challenge for US foreign policy makers is just to know what is going on in China. In our area of expertise 

there are a diverse range of actors involved in Chinese overseas dam building: government departments, 

research institutions, companies and NGOs, as well as a multitude of laws and bureaucratic processes. 

What may appear as a maze to others is only a puzzle to me - a puzzle that International Rivers is well on 

our way to solving. I've spent hundreds of hours researching, monitoring and conducting outreach efforts 

so that we have a good understanding of what makes Chinese dam building companies tick, how they 

operate and the challenges they face operating overseas. International Rivers' policy dialogue with 

Sinohydro has provided me with important insights into the company, which my colleagues and I have used 

to try to protect communities and critical ecosystems around the world. 

 

Second, International Rivers has seen the Chinese government and dam builders make progress in its 

response to overseas environmental and social impacts. At this stage, the progress is only on paper. On 

paper, Sinohydro has gone further than most western dam builders to adopt international environmental 

guidelines. The Chinese government may also go further than any other government by issuing guidelines 

on the overseas environmental and social impacts of its companies. Policy reform however is only half the 

challenge - implementation is where rubber meets the road. 

 

Third, when the Chinese government and state-owned companies put their minds to something, they get it 

done and - in my experience - it happens very fast. A centralized Chinese government without the party 

politics of US Congress means that once a decision is made, the focus is on getting the task done. Because 

of this, I'm reassured that once Sinohydro's President saw that the environmental policy was an important 

part of company operations, a high-level implementation committee was quickly established and advice 

was invited on areas Sinohydro lacked expertise. I'm even more reassured when I compare how quickly this 

is happening to my days spent shepherding environmental law reform in the Australian government. 

 



I approach my work with optimism and enthusiasm for these three reasons. While it is by no means enough 

of a basis to change the mood in the US-China Economic and Security Commission's hearing room, it is 

enough to sustain me in my work at International Rivers. 

 

 

THE SMILE 
 

An Inbred Cat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 


