
 
 

Dear All 

 

My header is the Falls Resort helipad which suffered from a change of use when the zebra herd decided to 

have a snooze … 

 

 

Fishing in the Zambezi 

 

Last week I wrote about the fish traders in Katima Mulilo being happy with the 

prices they are receiving for their fish this year.  Whereas fishing is closed for 

Zambians at this time of year to allow the fish to breed, this is not the case in 

Namibia which allows fishing to continue.  The result is that Zambian fish 

traders flock to Katima to buy fish which they transport to Livingstone and 

Lusaka. 

 

I had two responses from Katima residents about this issue: 

 

Regarding the fishing this time of year;  the locals both Zambians and Namibians 

are killing the river,  I buy fish on a regular base from the fish market but it is 

becoming more and more difficult to get a good size fish to fillet.  Plenty of small 

fish for 3 to 5N$ though. 

Most of the fish is coming from Ngoma side or Lake Liambezi. 

I agree with the writer it should be close season for all fishing, all the Zambians 

do is move to our side of the river. 

 

Hi Gill re the fish ban in Zambia.  Zambia has had it for years and years; Namibia 

tried for one year.  There was a huge cry because nobody could support 

themselves without fish.   Anyhow the locals have now got together with other support and are trying very 

hard to stop the Zambians netting the river.  Many have been arrested, but unless their own country tries to 

help it will just be an ongoing nightmare.  I believe that up till Kazangula they have managed to control all 

the netting, maybe you can find out how they did it and be interested to come and stop it here, because 

soooooooon there will be NO fish left.  It’s getting worse and worse, because of the drag netting.  

 

And then I had one from Lake Kariba about kapenta fishing: 

 

Unfortunately, if fishing is banned at this time of year, the ban is largely ignored – we counted as many as 

50 kapenta rigs around the islands every night.  It is a major concern, as the rigs not only ignore the ban – 

they come right up to the shore, so the 1km buffer is also not adhered to.  I don’t know how fish stocks can 

ever recover with so many rigs on the lake in such a small area. 



 

So, it seems that Zambia has a ban which it does not enforce; Namibia has no ban.  Surely this is something 

which should be discussed by all countries which use the Zambezi River – there is, I know, an organisation 

which is supposed to look into these things. 

 

Personally I think there has to be a ban on fishing at this time of year to allow the fish to breed.  There also 

has to be a ban on overfishing by using unsustainable methods.  To allow fishing to continue is a short-term 

solution to a much bigger problem.  Many Katima Mulilo residents do not have any other source of income 

except for fishing – so why don’t they set up fish farms?   

 

As I have written before, Lake Kariba is a lawless place at night.  There are far too many rigs on the lake – 

there is supposed to be a limited number of licences given out, but this, I assume, is ignored.  It is obvious 

too that the ban is being ignored on the lake.   

 

I am told that the Department of Fisheries has a fancy new boat to patrol the lake.  It operates, also 

according to sources, only in ‘office hours’.  Not a lot of use when the kapenta rigs go out at night … 

 

 

International Tourism Fair, Madrid and UNWTO 

 

According to reports the Zambia stand at the Tourism Fair in Madrid has been very busy.  I feel sure that 

most of the visitors were drawn to the stand because of our commitment to host the 2013 UNWTO.   

 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Given Lubinda, attended the show.  At the show he was quoted as saying that 

Zambia and Zimbabwe should not duplicate efforts as they prepare to co-host the UNWTO; that they 

should work together.   

 

In the meantime, an article in another newspaper states that National Heritage Conservation Commission 

(NHCC) plans to construct a Conference Centre at the Victoria Falls in preparation for the UNWTO.  The 

plan, according to the article, is to move the curio traders out of the area and use this space for the 

conference facility.   

 

When Given Lubinda was Minister of Tourism (a couple of weeks ago) he said at a meeting at the Zambezi 

Sun that Chief Mukuni had offered land on which to build a conference centre. 

 

We know how much we all love meetings, it would seem appropriate at this time to have a meeting 

between government officials and hotel/lodge operators in Livingstone and Victoria Falls Town in order to 

find out what facilities are available on both sides of the river. 

 

In 1991 the Commonwealth Conference was held in Victoria Falls Town so they know what is needed.  

As far as I am aware, Elephant Hills in Victoria Falls Town can provide the necessary conference facilities.  

According to their website they can accommodate 500 delegates in one room at a conference but I am sure 

they can increase that number – they have enormous rooms there.  They can also provide the office 

facilities which will also be needed during that time.   

 

Sun International has conference facilities for 450 in one room.  But Sun International was never built as a 

major conference centre – it does not make economic sense in Livingstone.   

 

It would seem that Zambia is already feeling that it needs to compete with Zimbabwe by proposing two 

conference facilities – one at the Falls and one in Chief Mukuni’s area.  Firstly, a conference facility at the 

Falls should not be allowed under the rules for UNESCO World Heritage and secondly the removal of the 

curio traders would be a terrible injustice.   

 



Finally, though, I really do not think that we have time to build a facility of this kind in the time allowed.  

And, if we do manage, what will we use if for afterwards?   

 

This UNWTO meeting should be seen as an opportunity to market both the Zambian and Zimbabwe sides of 

the Victoria Falls; for us to show off our assets.  Let the government spend money on improving what we 

have, not in competing with Zimbabwe.  Victoria Falls Town, historically, was the tourism centre of our 

region; the town has nothing else but tourism – no industry, no farming.   

 

Livingstone should not see itself as the poor sister; it has so much culture, has stunning lodges, new airport 

facilities and roads, and, as Given Lubinda says, can complement Victoria Falls Town.  In my opinion, 

Livingstone should provide the Street Theatre.  We have culture by the bucket-load which is lying dormant 

in the hearts of the people.  Let the money be spent on the people to rekindle their cultural dances and 

songs and hone them to perfection between now and the UNWTO.  Let them get stunning new outfits and 

give our cultural heritage the facelift it needs … not a new conference centre which will become a white 

elephant afterwards.   

 

I think my last comment has to be on the date.  No-one has yet given us a date for the meeting.  Hotels and 

lodges are being booked already for 2013 so if the governments don’t get a date soon they may find that 

much of the accommodation is already in use … 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
 

Minimum Wage 

From the Zambian Weekly 

 

The revised sector-based minimum wages will “soon” be tabled before Cabinet for approval – according to 

newly-appointed … Minister of Labour, Youth and Sport Chishimba Kambwili. 

He explained that all the figures for the new policy document are ready. Although he did not want to 

divulge details, Kambwili said that “the days of slave wages must come to an end”. Kambwili also intends to 

strengthen the labour inspectorate to avoid that labour officers can be bribed to overlook labour abuses: 

“A happy worker is a productive worker,” he added (Daily Mail 15) 

 

(Gill Comment: for us in Livingstone we always wait in fear for an increase in the minimum wage.  With 

unemployment at the 70-80% mark we always try to keep on as many workers as we can.   But when the 

new minimum wage is announced we are forced to retrench staff.  The wage increases are always based on 

the expectations of Lusaka-ites.  Lusaka is awash with money and high wages are affordable.  In the 

provinces which have been neglected for years, with all our money going to the Lusaka ‘pot’, we just can’t 

afford it.)   

 

 

Flooding in North-Western Province 

 

While Livingstone is suffering from low rainfall, other 

areas of Zambia are having heavy rains.  In North-

Western Province the Zambezi River is flooding and 

threatening to cut off some areas of Zambia.  The 

District Commissioner, Lawrence Kayumba has been 

trying to get relief maize to the villages on the west 

of the Zambezi.  According to a report the ferry was 

washed downstream for 45 km.  The pontoon was 

carrying relief maize.   

 



The villagers were organised and managed to haul 

the ferry back to its station where it was tied to a 

tree.  Meanwhile the villagers are wading in the river 

to go to collect the maize from the ferry.   

 

Mr Kayumba is also organising ox-carts to deliver the 

maize as vehicles cannot get through.   

 

This area is rarely visited by tourists but on Google Earth I found some photographs by: huperverlag.de.  I 

am sure he won’t mind that I copy them.   

 

I am sure, too, that most of you won’t know where this area is.  I am assuming that the ferry is at Zambezi – 

a town on the Zambezi River.  It is, as a rough guess, about 1,000 km from Lusaka.   

 

It has to be one of those places which are on my list of places to visit … 

 

 

 

ZIMBABWE 
Hwange National Park 

John Brebner, African Waterfowl Count 

 

We have just been up to the Park to participate in part of the African Waterfowl Count which is conducted 

Africa-wide during January and again in July. … 

 

The park, for the most part, was looking at its most glorious best – so lush and green – although it is evident 

that the rain has been very patchy and there was certainly not nearly as much water lying around as we had 

hoped.  Some of the more reliable pans are desperately short on water and we can only hope that there 

will be some more general rain soon. 

 

Our first night was spent at Main Camp and we managed to get down as far as Ngweshla, to be greeted by 

a stunning pastoral scene of several waterbuck, zebra, impala and warthog grazing contentedly by the main 

pan, quite unconcerned by our presence.  On our way back past Kennedy Two (which, incidentally, was 



holding more water than we had expected), we came across a herd of at least 200 buffalo.  Lion could be 

heard vocalizing most of the night quite close to Main Camp. 

 

We then went up to Masuma where we were camping for four nights to do the waterfowl count in the 

Sinamatella and Robins area.  On the way up, we stopped in at most of the pans along the main route.  We 

were pleased to find that the Guvalala Platform ablutions were in working order and reasonably clean, with 

a reasonable amount of water in the pan.  Whitehills was not holding much water and Danga was almost 

dry which was extremely worrying.  However, Shapi’s trough was full and overflowing into the pan and the 

pan was looking great.  Having had reports of Common Myna birds being seen there, we, too, picked up 

one bird flitting around near the windmill. 

 

While at Masuma we noticed that the resident hippos were continually flicking their tails and it became 

fairly evident that they were being harassed by flies and were splashing water up onto their backs to chase 

off the hordes.  During our first evening at Masuma, two herds of elephant arrived to drink hurriedly at the 

pan while a small herd of zebra and seventeen male impala kept each other company.  Lion could be heard 

fairly close by several times during the night along with the whoops of spotted hyena and the odd piercing 

yodel from black backed jackal.  During our four night stay, the thunderheads built up to enormous and 

beautiful proportions and we were quite certain we were going to be in the midst of a storm on several 

occasions.   We remained dry!  We had one clear night of stunning star gazing – just truly magnificent.   

The birding was fantastic and we managed to pick up 184 species during our time in the park.  We had an 

extremely hot and busy time counting at Salt Pan in the Robins area but came away well satisfied with the 

results.  We were distressed to see how little water remained in the Deteema Dam with only two small 

muddy puddles.  However, we were very pleased to find water available for the ablutions at the Mike 

Edwards hide and even more pleased to see that the old picnic site huts had been rethatched and a good 

clean up has been done there.  Unfortunately, we found three carcasses of elephant in the ravine below 

the old picnic site so not very pleasant when the wind blew the wrong way!  Mandavu was almost a whole 

day’s excursion and great to see the dam so full.   

 

All in all, a very enjoyable time was had by us all. 

 

   

ZIMBABWE CONSERVATION TASK FORCE           

 12th January 2012 

   

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

   

We hope all our readers had a very happy Christmas and we wish you a prosperous New Year.  We 

sincerely hope we will see an improvement in the poaching situation in 2012. 

From Zimbabawe Conservation Task Force      

   

BABY ELEPHANT RESCUED 

   

A baby elephant was found wandering alone down the 

Kario/Makuti stretch of road recently with no sign of any 

other elephants in sight. It is believed that his family may 

have been frightened off by something as their tracks lead 

far off into the bush.      

   

After spending the whole day with him, Andries Scholtz 

along with Bryce and Lara Clemence and others organised 

with National Parks to have him taken to Kariba for the 

night and the following day, he was taken to Mwanga 

Lodge just outside Harare where he is being cared for by 

Gordon and Debbie Putterill. The baby elephant has been 



named Kunda and Gordon and Debbie desperately 

need financial assistance to pay for his upkeep. 

Although he is only 3 weeks old, he will need 30 litres 

of special milk per day. If anyone is in a position to 

help, please contact us.  

   

Yesterday the ZCTF donated 50kg of milk formula to 

Kunda and I took a trip out to Mwanga Lodge to 

deliver the donation. 

   

ANIMALS DYING IN MANA POOLS 

   

88 hippos, 45 buffaloes, 30 elephants and 2 kudus 

were found dead in Mana Pools National Park. Tests confirm that the hippos died of anthrax but the cause 

of death of the other animals has not yet been confirmed. The carcasses of the dead animals are being 

burnt to prevent the spread of the disease. 

   

RHINO LOSSES IN 2011 

   

Zimbabwe lost 23 rhinos to poachers last year which was a slight improvement on the 30 that were killed in 

2010. Whilst the improved figures are encouraging, it is still completely unacceptable for even one rhino to 

be killed in view of the fact that they are an endangered species.  

 

37 poachers and illegal horn dealers were arrested and a total of 100 rhino were immobilized for ear  

notching and horn implanting to facilitate individual identification and monitoring in the field. In addition to 

this, a US based animal protection group, the International Rhino Foundation launched "Operation Stop 

Poaching Now" to raise funds to equip rangers in Zimbabwe and South Africa with kits to help them track 

rhino poachers. 

   

South Africa suffered much higher losses last year. 440 rhino were killed by poachers which is tragic. 

   

MINING ACTIVITY IN AND NEAR HWANGE NATIONAL PARK 

   

A fly over Hwange National Park has revealed that there are 3 coal mining developments, 2 adjoining the 

park and one actually inside the park. 

   

The associated building of roads and increased human activity is bound to lead to an increase in poaching 

as the area is opened up, access becomes easier and there are more people in the area to carry out the 

poaching and to buy the poached meat. 

   

Of even greater concern is the total devastation of large tracts of land in what was previously a wilderness 

area. It may not be possible to restore the wildlife once the habitat has been destroyed. 

   

According to the Park and Wildlife Act, nobody may mine within a national park unless they have a written 

agreement from the Minister of Environment and Tourism and to date, it has not been established whether 

and of the 3 mines has such an agreement.  In addition to this, before any development takes place, an 

Environmental Impact Assessment is required. The Provincial Environmental Manager for Matabeleland 

North and Bulawayo Provinces was not aware of the mining activities taking place, nor was she able to find 

any record of Environmental Impact Assessments being done.   

   

ONGOING DESTRUCTION IN CHIREDZI RIVER CONSERVANCY 

   

Further to our September 2011 report, the destruction being caused in Chiredzi River Conservancy by land 

invaders continues unabated. They are cutting down huge riverine hardwood trees at the junction of the 



Chitora and Mungwezi Rivers. They are cutting everything right down to the river bed and the damage they 

are causing is permanent. Piles of wood for sale can be seen along the tar road. 

   

Poaching is on the increase in all areas remaining with wildlife and the wild elephants are still being 

threatened. Livestock and people are putting pressure on the remaining wildlife areas. Game fencing is 

being stolen to make wire snares and as fast as the fences are replaced, they are stolen again. 

   

Game guards and workers employed to try and control the situation are being threatened with violence if 

the poachers' dogs get shot while they are hunting.   

 

 

BOTSWANA 
 

Wild Bird Trust 

 

The Wild Bird Trust aims to keep birds 

safe in the wild with a combination of 

research and action.  They are based 

in Cape Town.  Most of their 

information is on Facebook (with lots 

of photographs): 

www.facebook.com/wildbirdtrust.  

During the week they chose some of 

their best bird photos which had been 

submitted during the year.  This one is 

from Chobe: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coal Mining Near Kasane 

 

Sunbird Energy of Australia intends to mine for coal, south of Kasane.  According to their statement: 

The Kasane Project is located in northern Botswana, south of the town of Kasane in the Kalahari Karoo Basin 

and includes eight permits covering 4,162km2. 

 

It would be interesting to know exactly where this is.  Anyone have an idea? 

 

 

 

NAMIBIA 
 

Carmine Bee-eaters 

 

Carmine bee-eaters migrate to this region of Africa to breed at this time of year.  They nest in banks of the 

rivers in huge numbers.  I reported last year that, because of their beautiful red plumage, they had become 

the target of dealers who were killing them to sell the feathers.  The rumours are that they are Zambian 

traders and that their customers are Chinese.  

 



At night the ‘thieves’ boat along the river.  They find 

banks where the carmines are sleeping in their holes.  

They cover the nesting holes with a net and then 

disturb the birds which fly into the net.  They are then 

killed.       

 

Kalizo Lodge near Katima Mulilo has a colony of bee-

eaters near their premises which they protect 

jealously.  It was this company that brought the trade 

to our attention last year.  Again they are reminding 

everyone to be on the look-out for these unscrupulous 

people.   

 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
A Beastly Dilemma  

David Cook 

 

OVER the past few weeks two separate but closely related fronts have opened in the battle taking place 

over the future direction of rhino conservation in South Africa. 

 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s tender run on behalf of the Mduku community for the hunting of a male white 

rhino in the Makasa Reserve in northern Zululand saw a torrent of hysterical protests being lodged from 

the animal rights end of the spectrum, a response widely seen by the opposing sustainable-use school of 

thought as an attack on enlightened 21st century-style resource management. Gloves that previously 

softened the blows exchanged for decades between these two factions are now well and truly off. 

 

As background it is important to understand that on the day that the first game reserve was demarcated 

and fenced, confining species such as rhino to finite areas, the scene was set for the production of surplus 

stock under management policies aimed at preventing overabundance and its consequence, habitat 

destruction, caused when wildlife populations exceed carrying capacity. 

 

With this in mind, those who oppose the controlled hunting of rhino such as that due to take place at 

Makasa need to take heed of a number of fundamental realities. Firstly, the healthy status of rhino in South 

Africa (as opposed to their dismal status north of our borders) can be directly attributed to the fact that 

since the earliest days of Operation Rhino in Zululand, the animal has been subjected to the dynamics of 

tradable market forces, initially through the sale of breeding groups to overseas institutions — the 

proceeds from which financed many translocations to other reserves and national parks — followed soon 

after by sales to commercial game ranch and private reserve owners. From a point in 1970 when the Natal 

Parks Board offered rhino locally for R200 each plus transport costs of 50c per kilometre in a bid to create 

outlets for an embarrassing surplus in Imfolozi, the price soon rose to over R500 000 as the Cites concession 

to South Africa allowing hunting stimulated a surge in private investment that has added an estimated two 

million hectares to the nature conservation estate in southern Africa. Well out in front as the key driver of 

this successful partnership between the formal and private conservation sectors, the hunting industry must 

take much of the credit for this astonishing achievement. 

 

Now, as Ezemvelo takes up the new challenge of building conservation bridges bet¬ween protected areas 

and adjacent land occupied by rural communities, some wretchedly poor, using the same economic 

formula that has worked so successfully for the private sector, the critics have unwisely chosen to condemn 

the initiative using misguided sentiment as the weapon. 

 

Makasa stands to gain a reputed R960 000, much needed for things the critics probably take for granted — 

decent schools and properly resourced clinics to name but a few — from the hunting of a rhino destined to 



become a smelly pile of rotting bones and hide in the veld after a painful, lingering death from old age. 

Could class prejudice, similar to that which saw fox hunting banned in the UK, perhaps have a hand in this 

froth over hunting a rhino: a spiteful distaste for the thought of a rich, cigar-puffing millionaire shooting an 

iconic species for fun? If it means that Makasa justifies the setting aside of valuable land for wildlife 

conservation then why bother about the motives of those involved in the deal? We should be grateful. 

More to the point, if the anti-hunting faction insists on preaching mawkish, sentimental slop then it should 

reserve such outbursts for the savagely cruel deaths meted out to rhino at the hands of poachers. It might 

just make the government come to its senses. 

 

As for those thousands of South Africans who year in and year out spend enjoyable holidays in KZN 

reserves, it’s time they stood by hosts Ezemvelo to lend deserved support for the ground-breaking 

attempts being made under difficult circumstances to expand conservation in this province. May many 

more resource reserves such as Makasa be established in other areas. It’s the new frontier and a really 

exciting one. 

 

Not far behind this hunting issue lies the second front — rhino poaching. Many of those taking sides in the 

feud over hunting find themselves similarly engaged over what can only be described as a clash of 

ideologies as opinions rage over how to stop poaching that has seen the tally rise from 333 in 2010 to 445 

in 2011. A rather sorry state of affairs considering the industrial sum of money and human resources that 

have been pumped into the anti-poaching measures which the state, NGOs and many private wildlife 

owners have pinned hopes on since the poaching tsunami began its steady climb in 2008. 

 

Measured in terms of success in stemming the tide of attrition poaching has caused to the estimated 

20 000-strong rhino population, these anti-poaching campaigns can rightly be accused of failing: population 

growth of around six percent turns sickly negative when annual poaching increases at 35% per annum as it 

has done. It begs the question: will the white rhino, quite aside from the much more vulnerable black, 

revert to the extinction threshold within living memory after its acclaimed rescue and subsequent rise in 

status when Ian Player and the Natal Parks Board stepped in to save it in 1959? Quite possibly if the trend 

continues. 

 

On January 26, the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Water and Environmental Affairs is scheduled to 

hold public hearings to examine the worsening situation and to provide an opportunity for alternative 

solutions to be aired by those tiring of hearing the bad news and anxious to try something new for a change 

before it is too late. 

 

Regardless of the plainly futile condemnation of Far Eastern tastes in traditional medicine and the equally 

ineffective Cites-imposed ban on trade in rhino horn, the plight of the world’s rhino clearly needs an 

emergency rescue package if the species is not to go the way of the dodo. History informs us that 

prohibition simply does not work, so why continue repeating failures? 

 

How long must South Africa wait before the slumbering Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) acts to 

adopt a fresh, more realistic approach to what is rapidly assuming catastrophic proportions? What possible 

harm will be done by South Africa going to the Cites COP in 2013 with a proposal that, as custodian of 90% 

of the world’s rhino, it deserves to be given the chance to try a professionally controlled trade in rhino horn 

as a last resort to save these extraordinary animals from extinction? The answers are clear — true 

conservationists must put aside their differences, rally together and apply the pressure necessary to bring 

DEA and Cites to their senses. 

 

Missing out on Cites in 2013 and the chance to win support for a legal trade will be a death knell for an 

iconic animal and a backwards lurch for wildlife conservation. South Africa must rise to the challenge. 

 

David Cook is a former Natal Parks Board senior officer and Environmental Consultant. 

 

 



Rhinos Poached 

By Tony Carnie  

 

Three more rhinos have been poached for their horns in KwaZulu-Natal over the past three weeks, 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife said yesterday. The three animals – including one black rhino – were shot and 

dehorned in the Hluhluwe-Imfolozi, Ndumo and Mkhuze game reserves. Responding to queries from The 

Mercury, Ezemvelo rhino security co-ordinator Jabulani Ngubane did not explain why news of the deaths 

had not been disclosed earlier, but he said investigators were following up several leads to apprehend the 

culprits.  

 

He denied reports that a fourth rhino had been shot at Ndumo reserve at the weekend, saying it had died 

from natural causes. “The horns from this animal have been removed and are now in the safe.”  

Nationwide, the death toll for the first few weeks of 2012 has reached almost 30. Most were shot in the 

Kruger National Park.  

 

Meanwhile a Mossel Bay game farmer, whose rhino was killed by poachers on Monday, issued a R100 000 

reward for information about the poachers. “Someone must have seen something,” said Kobus Crous, 

owner of the Bergsig game farm. “If someone can point us towards the people who did this terrible thing, 

they absolutely deserve a reward.”  

 

A former nature conservation ranger has meanwhile expressed concern over the lack of high-level arrests 

among rhino poaching syndicates. The man, whose is known to The Mercury but who asked for his identity 

to be protected, said that while numerous Mozambicans had been arrested over the past two years, these 

were mainly foot-soldiers rather than the kingpins.  

 

“This raises very serious questions about whether the police and nature conservation officials are being 

paid off when there is so much money at stake for Chinese and Vietnamese syndicates.  

“The truth of the matter is bound to come out eventually – but let’s just hope that it’s not too late for the 

rhinos by then.” 

 

 

ZWF MINING FOCUS - Seabed mining furore - ZO 13/01/12 - STORY: Dirk Rezelman 

 

Angry reaction to proposed offshore mining at Richards Bay is flooding in after the Zululand Observer 

brought the matter before the public earlier this week. A wide cross-section of objectors, from the fishing 

fraternity to watersport promoters and, especially, environmentalists have voiced dismay over plans for a 

huge submarine mining prospecting right submitted by a Chinese company. But the Department of Mineral 

Resources (DMR) has asked the Zululand Observer to retract the article published on Monday, questioning 

its content and accuracy.  

 

The article was based on a legal notice placed by the applicants, Global Autumn Trading 102 (Pty) Ltd (GAT), 

on 23 December, while few Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP’s) were around to read it. However, DMR 

Director of Communications, Ms Zingaphi Jakuja denied having the company on its database. In turn, GAT 

said it had been working with the DME ‘for months’. The legal notice clearly bore a KZN prospecting 

reference number and specific details of the application, giving only until 29 January for I&AP registration.  

The Department also seemed unaware of the legal notice that had been placed. Meanwhile, detractors are 

asking by what logic the South African government has accepted a huge submarine mining prospecting 

right submitted by the Chinese company.  

 

The prospecting for heavy minerals, clay, sand and limestone is authorised under the Indian Ocean 

involving an area of 44 439 ha. The prospecting concession will stretch 60km beachwards, north and south, 

with Richards Bay in the middle. GAT may work to within 500 metres of the shoreline within this 

framework. 

 



 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
 

IT IS A RHINO FEST AT ZIWA 

Within a week after reporting that Bella had a baby girl on the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary, did news just break 

that Kori, the third adult female, has also given birth last night in a surprise development not expected so 

soon. 

Angie Genade, Executive Director of the Rhino Fund Uganda and of the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary, broke the 

news just minutes ago when she herself had received confirmation from her ranger team assigned to look 

after Kori, that she had given birth during the night. 

Ziwa came into being through the generous donation of land use rights by Capt. Joe Roy and was ‘put 

together’ by the Rhino Fund Uganda, which then raised nearly a million US Dollars in funding to put up a 

secure electric fence and rehabilitate the former ranch head quarters, after Capt. Roy had moved over 

2.000 cattle to his neighbouring second ranch. 

Ziwa now has 12 rhinos to show for visitors, 3 adult males, 3 adult females, 3 adolescent males, 2 baby girls 

and the latest arrival with the sex not yet confirmed until later, when a ‘closer inspection’ with binoculars 

will be possible. 

The double birth within the first half of January is a resounding endorsement of what once was described 

as a ‘mad unattainable dream’, turned into reality by YvonneVerkaik, Uganda’s erstwhile Rhino Lady, 

before Angie Genade then took over from her to see the second phase of Ziwa go underway, the breeding. 

The four purchased, from Solio in Kenya and two donated rhinos, from Disney’s Animal Kingdom in Florida, 

now have produced 6 offspring and is more than enough evidence that the RFU’s breeding programme is 

working and producing superb results with the initial population now already doubled. 

Again, congratulations to Angie and her dedicated staff at the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary, and watch this space 

to learn if we have another girl or boy rhino. Visit www.rhinofund.org for more details on the Ugandan 

rhino re-introduction and breeding programme. 

 

NIGERIA 
 

There is big trouble in Nigeria.  As Nigeria used to be my stomping ground I always watch the news from 

there.  I lived and worked in a town called Katsina.  It was about the size of Livingstone.  Since my time 

there, though, the population has doubled at least.  There was not much industry in Katsina and I doubt 

that there is much now.  The town was a trading post for goods coming from Niger and beyond.  I am sure 

there is high unemployment. 

Katsina      Livingstone 



Katsina is a Muslim community although, while I was there, there were plenty of Christians and we all 

mixed together.  Most Muslim men would have at least 2 wives, many would have 4.  The wives popped 

children every year or two so it was common for a man to have 10-15 children and they would all be 

squeezed into a small compound – the women were not allowed to leave the compound until they were 

past child-bearing age …  So, every house you see in the Google Earth map of Katsina will be jam-packed 

with humanity.   

 

Although we can’t be simplistic about the reasons for the Muslim extremists bombing in Kano, I do feel that 

over population has got a lot to do with it.  The extremists will all be ‘youths’ with too much time on their 

hands and probably little expectations of a job.  They sit and plan mischief.   

 

In Zambia we have a manageable population.  We still have high unemployment but what will it be like if 

our population doubles?  I could ramble on for pages about the need for jobs and education …  but I won’t 

… 

 

In the meantime I will continue to watch what happens in Nigeria because, to me, it is a disaster waiting to 

happen … 

 

 

THE SMILE 
 

A little girl asked her mother: 'How did the human race appear?' 

 

Her mother answered, 'God made Adam and Eve; they had children; and so was all mankind made.' 

 

Two days later the girl asked her father the same question.  

Her father answered, 'Many years ago there were monkeys from which the human race evolved.' 

 

The confused girl returned to her mother and said, 'Mum, how is it possible that you told me the human 

race was created by God, and Dad said they developed from monkeys?' 

 

Her mother answered, 'Well, Dear, it is very simple.  I told you about my side of the family, and your father 

told you about his.' 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that you can read previous Livingstone Weeklies on my blog: 

www.thelivingstoneweekly.wordpress.com 

 

I have also put all my travel stories on a blog.  If you want to look at them: 

www.storiesbeyondthevictoriafalls.wordpress.com 

 

I am also building up a Contact Directory for companies in the tourism industry around the Victoria Falls: 

www.contactbeyondthevictoriafalls.wordpress.com 

 

My website is in the making … I will let you know when it is online … 

 


