
 
 

Dear All 

 

My header today is of the Smoke that Thunders.  For me, though, being 11 km away I can’t hear the 

thunder.  The smoke after rain is pretty good.   

 

The header picture was taken from my house and is the result of the cutting of loads of trees.  It saddened 

me to cut the trees but I went ahead.  I bought my house several years ago because of the view and then 

bought the land in front to protect the view.  

The land in front was a mealie patch, not a tree 

in sight.  I fenced it and left it to nature.  The 

result was a jungle of indigenous trees and 

shrubs … it is lovely to walk around.  Finally, 

though, I lost my view …  

 

So, gritting my teeth, I ordered the destruction 

of many trees and I now have my view back.  

The only consolation is that the land still has 

many trees left and is still a joy to walk around.   

 

It also proves to me that if ‘man’ leaves the environment alone for a few years, it has an amazing capacity 

to regenerate.   

 

 

Rain or Given Lubinda? 

 

We have had rain, but only a little.  It looks like it is going to be a bad year for us.  I suppose it should be the 

main topic of conversation but it is not. 

 

The main topic is that for once we had a good Minister of Tourism in the person of Given Lubinda who hit 

the headlines in the International Press.  He was even on the BBC and CNN, when he did, they said, a 

bungee jump from the bridge.  This is the BBC’s headline: Is it a bird? Plane? No it's Zambia's tourism 

minister.  In fact he did the high wire and the swing, but that is hardly the point.  He put Livingstone and 

Zambia in the news – good news.   

 

We were told, after his positive trip to Livingstone, that there had been a mini shuffle in the Zambian 

Cabinet and Given Lubinda had been moved to Foreign Affairs.   

 

The new Minister of Tourism … actually Information, Broadcasting and Tourism … is Fackson Shamenda.  

Fackson Shamenda was moved from the Ministry of Labour.  He was active in the Unions for many years 

before becoming a politician.   

 



The only report I can find about our new Minister on the internet is when 

Parliament first opened and Fackson Shamenda entered the Chamber without 

a tie.  The speaker of the house:  Certainly the member is not in order. I urge 

him to find immediate remedial measures. 

Fackson Shamenda left the Chamber laughing to return a few minutes later 

with a tie in place. At least we know that he has a sense of humour.   

 

Given Lubinda promised to do the bungee jump next time he came to 

Livingstone.  Let’s hope Fackson Shamenda will take up the promise. 

 

 

Proflight 

 

Proflight has increased the number of flights and changed its timetable.   

Proflight serves Lusaka, Livingstone, Mfuwe, Solwezi, Chipata, Mansa, Kasama and Ndola.  There are some 

discounts on flights during this time which is known as the Emerald Season.   

 

 

Elephant Foundation 

 

The Elephant Foundation was started in 1998 by Michael Fouraker, Executive Director of the Fort Worth 

Zoo.  Its mission is to support and operate elephant conservation and education programs in managed 

facilities and in the wild, with an emphasis on management, protection and scientific research. 

 

Its budget for 2012 is US$225,000 which will be spent on 19 elephant conservation projects.  One of the 

projects will focus on Lake Itezhi-Tezhi and the Kafue River in Kafue National Park.  It will concentrate on 

anti-poaching and monitoring.   

 

Interestingly The Elephant Foundation will take on another project in Ghana of bee-keeping.  The bee-

keeping will provide honey for local consumption and for sale; will help with pollination of plants and will 

also provide a barrier against elephants.   

 

 

Immigration Assistant Arrested 

 

The Anti-Corruption Commission has arrested an Immigration Assistant in Livingstone. Mkucwa Uteka 29, 

Dambwa North was arrested for being in possession of unexplained property worth over K100m. 

 

Anti-Corruption Director General, Rosewin Wandi warned that public officers who acquire property which 

they cannot account for will face the wrath of the law.  She said that any genuinely acquired property can 

easily be traced and accounted for without difficulty. 

 

From David Shepherd Foundation 

 

David Shepherd Exhibition in Bristol 

 

David Shepherd is exhibiting over 30 rarely seen works from 

his private collection at the Royal West of England Academy 

in Bristol until Sunday February 12. The fabulous collection, 

entitled 'A Crazy Life of Steam & Elephants', was unveiled on 

Saturday 7 January to great reviews. 

 

David: It was a delight to see the works hung together in such 

a glorious gallery.  I was delighted by how fresh and vibrant 



the collection looked. 

 

Then there were ten ... 

 

The Elephant Orphanage Project (EOP) in 

Zambia has had an influx of new orphans 

over the last few months - a sad reminder 

that poaching is on the increase in Africa. 

In fact, 2011 saw a heavy toll with ivory 

seizures on the up including an estimated 

23 tonnes of ivory confiscated en route to 

Far East markets representing c.2,500 

elephants.  

 

Melanie Shepherd, CEO: The innocent 

victims of these vile crimes are often left 

deeply traumatized and require intensive 

care and support to help them recover.  Our aim is to support the EOP team in the rescue, rehabilitation and 

release back into the wild of these amazing animals but we need your support to make this possible. 

 

 

Last Call for Entries 

 

Don't miss your chance to enter Wildlife Artist of the 

Year 2012! 

 

DSWF's fabulous annual art competition is open to all 

amateur and professional artists over 17 years old with 

seven categories to suit every style and medium and, 

with a top prize of £10,000 and all entries helping to 

support endangered wildlife, it’s one not to miss! The 

closing date is January 21 so there's still time to enter 

and with online and postal entry it really couldn't be 

easier. Tell your artist friends too - you could see your 

work exhibited at one of London's top galleries in May.  

 

... and don't forget our competition for children ... 

There's a chance for children to join the art world too with our fabulous Global Canvas Art and Poetry 

Competition exhibited at the Natural History Museum in March. But hurry - closing date is January 27! 

 

 

David Filer 

 

David Filer won the David Shepherd Wildlife Artist of the year 

in 2011.  David is a Zimbabwean.  

David: For as long as I can remember I have had a deep 

fascination and empathy for animals – I could spend hours just 

sitting watching a single creature. It is not just their beauty and 

shape that grabs me, but their every move, the smallest tilt of 

their head, even the slightest shifting of their weight – but most 

of all… it’s their eyes; it is said that the eyes are the windows to 

the soul – could this be more evident than in the wandering 

gaze of a giraffe or the primal stare of a pangolin? 

 



ZAMBIA 
Sichifula Game Management Area 

 

Game Management Areas in Zambia are buffer zones around the National Parks and have mostly been 

used for hunting.  They are leased out to hunters for the season, a quota being given for available species 

to be hunted.  Over the years it is alleged that quotas have been ignored, poaching has been rife, with the 

result that many of the GMAs are now defunct. 

 

Sichifula is a GMA to the south of Kafue National Park and is stunningly beautiful.  It used to be a preferred 

hunting block because of its wildlife; now though it is no longer viable.   

 

In an article this week it was reported that squatters have been allowed back into Sichifula GMA.  8,500 

people will be allowed to settle in there.  

 

 Zambia has around 30% of its land set aside for wildlife and conservation.  It is, admittedly, a rather large 

proportion of its land, especially when we know that population growth is out of control.  For me, we are 

on a downward spiral if we don’t make a long-term plan for the future of our people.  And our long-term 

future depends on the health of our environment.   

 

People need food, so providing them with land on which to farm is essential.  But subsistence farmers who 

do not have access to education produce children who will also be subsistence farmers in their turn.  

Without jobs and education the people have no chance to better their lives and those of their children. 

 

Zambia’s protected areas can form the backbone of Zambia’s economic recovery.  But it needs a long-term 

plan.  To allow subsistence farmers onto prime land to kill the animals and destroy the environment for the 

sake of planting some mealies will only add to Zambia’s degraded areas.  Surely there is a better way 

forward for Sichifula? 

 

See the report by Wolfgang on Rwanda creating a new park … 

 

 

ZIMBABWE 
 

Rhino Horn Smugglers Caught 

 

Three men appeared in court during the week after being arrested with rhino horn in Harare.  They were 

trying to catch a bus to South Africa.  The horn was valued at US$120,000. 

 

One of the arrested men was a game scout at Eldorado Farm in eastern Macheke.  It is believed that the 

rhino horn came from a rhino on that property which was shot and killed on New Year’s Eve.   

 

 

Baby Elephant Rescued near Kariba 

 

The other week, some people while travelling from Kariba to Harare, 

noticed a baby elephant wandering along the Makuti-Karoi road.  It 

was all alone and so tiny that it was guessed he was less than one 

month old.   

 

After realising that the mother elephant had obviously lost her baby 

and was unlikely to return, the people in the vehicle collected the 

baby elephant and took it back to Kariba, to National Parks.  There it 



was tended to by dressing wounds, given some milk and a 

cooling bath.   

 

Later the elephant, now named Baby Blue because of the 

wound dressing, was taken to Harare where it will stay with 

Gordon and Debbie Putterill at Mwanga Lodge, Bally Vaughan 

Game Park.  There are already two other baby elephants at Bally 

Vaughan so Baby Blue will have some companions.  

 

The chances for Baby Blue to live a long life are good, but not 

certain.  He will receive the best attention at Bally Vaughan, but 

looking after him during these first few months will be a huge 

task.  It will be expensive too.  So if you can help with a 

donation, however small, contact Debbie on +263-772-226854 

or by email on wildfamilyafrica@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 Good publicity for Zimbabwe 

 

The Montreal Gazette chose Zimbabwe as one of their top travel trips for 2012. 

 

You’ll go on walks, take morning and night drives and canoe on this 15-day camping safari that tracks lions, 

rhinos, elephants and more in Hwange and Mana Pools national parks. Canoe expeditions, which include 

fishing, leave at dawn. Geography ranges from semi-desert to river islands. This trip was one of National 

Geographic Traveler magazine’s 50 Tours of a Lifetime 2011. 

 

 

VICTORIA FALLS ANTI POACHING UNIT (VFAPU) REPORT – 2011 

 

At the close of another year in our mission to combat poaching, VFAPU must thank all our supporters for 

their valuable contributions throughout the year. I cannot emphasize enough just how vital it is that we all 

make a stand together to save our wildlife, not just for us but for the benefit of generations to come.   

 

Since the unit was founded it 1999, VFAPU has removed nearly 21,000 wire snares from the bush, has 

apprehended over 560 serious offender poachers and has treated and released over 150 mammals that 

were injured through poaching activities. The unit currently has 16 scouts working seven days a week, 

patrolling an area of 50 square kilometers surrounding Victoria Falls, as well as large parts of the Zambezi 

National Park.  

 

VFAPU works closely with and in support of the National Parks and Wildlife Management of Zimbabwe in a 

collective effort to fight poaching in the region.   

 

Let us look forward to a successful year ahead and VFAPU looks forward to working with you all in 2012.  

Thanks also to National Parks and Wildlife Management Authority, the Zimbabwe Republic Police, the 

Victoria Falls Municipal Police and the Police.   

 

Charles Brightman, VFAPU. 

 

 

 



NAMIBIA 
 

Fish Traders in Katima Mulilo 

 

Last year there were many complaints about fish prices in Katima Mulilo at this time of year.  Now, though, 

this year things seem to be fine – prices are good and the traders are making good profits. 

 

What made me think when I was reading this article is that fishing is banned at this time of year in Zambia 

to allow the fish to breed and keep fish stocks in the river at good levels.   

 

I assume that fishing in the Zambezi is still allowed in Namibia.  Surely this needs to be discussed?   

 

BOTSWANA 
 

New Stamps 

 

Botswana has recently launched some new stamps illustrated by local 

artist, Jacob Disele.  The stamps depict white rhinos and are endorsed by 

the World Wildlife Fund, WWF.   

 

Jacob Disele is rightly proud of his achievement.  No other Motswana 

artist has received recognition by such an international organisation like 

WWF.   

 

The drawings were taken from rhinos in the Mokolodi Nature Reserve and Khama Rhino Sanctuary.   

 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
 
MALAYSIA CONFISCATES MORE BLOOD IVORY 

Reports came in overnight that Malaysian customs authorities have yesterday confiscated another half 

ton of blood ivory during a routine inspection of a cargo container, notably this time destined for 

Malaysia and not in transit to China as was the case with the previous seizures.  

Last year was producing record hauls of blood ivory being found, not just in Malaysia but across the 

Far and South East, fuelled by economic recovery in China which triggered a rush for the prestigious 

‘white gold’ amongst the nouvelle riche who wish to possess intricate carvings to show off with no 

regard to the cost to Africa’s wildlife.  ... 
 

CONSERVATIONISTS DECRY LOSS OF FOREST HABITAT  

When figures became available yesterday, that Uganda had once again lost nearly 90.000 hectares of 

forest cover to converted agricultural land and for producing charcoal, environmentalists were 

shocked and saddened, some of them clearly too stunned to comment even. In 2010 a similar forest loss 

figure was released by the government’s own biomass report and the forecast indicates that for 2012 

no change is expected, as growing populations demand to be housed and fed. With electricity now not 

only not regularly available but also expensive, and set to cost more if government makes good of their 



intention to remove power subsidies, most of Uganda’s households use charcoal and firewood to heat 

water and cook meals, contributing to the rapid deforestation seen across the country. … 

 

NO CAN DO SAYS TAWIRI  

President Jakaya Kikwete’s directive to TAWIRI, to strengthen anti poaching measures and devise 

ways and means to protect crucially endangered wildlife, which followed the recent submission of a 

devastating report on game numbers in the Selous Game Reserve and other parks, may not be quite as 

swiftly implemented as one could be tempted to think. TAWIRI, the Tanzania Wildlife Research 

Institute, has now let it be known that they are lacking funding to step up anti poaching operations. A 

regular conservation source in Dar es Salaam had this to say: ‘It is fair and good to give directives but 

what about funding. The wildlife sector is underfacilitated and cannot carry out its mandate the way 

they are supposed to. Partners from overseas are also holding back because there are so many 

unanswered questions about our country’s commitment to conservation. The Serengeti issue, the Lake 

Natron issue, the Coelacanth marine park issue, the uranium mining and plans for a big dam in the 

Selous and on those issues our government has been speaking with a forked tongue. Our credibility 

has suffered by saying one thing, then doing another and then even making U-turns like the road 

across the Serengeti. Donors want to be sure that when they support a park, support TANAPA or 

TAWIRI, that there is lasting value and those parks are kept intact and not cut up by roads or for 

mining.’ … 

 

NEW RAILWAY TO AVOID SERENGETI?  

Stung by the swift onset of international outrage, when plans became known of a possible railway 

routing across the Serengeti, aimed to connect Musoma at Lake Victoria with a planned new Indian 

Ocean port at Mwambani, where the Coelacanth marine national park is located, has the Tanzanian 

government rushed to deny – several weeks late that is – that any such plans existed. The global ‘Save 

the Serengeti’ coalition had swiftly mobilized after initially being ambushed by the signing of an MoU 

between China’s CCECC, Tanzania and Uganda before Christmas and tourism stakeholders, the 

conservation fraternity and ‘big names’ from abroad denounced such plans vehemently. Criticism was 

particularly loud from partner country Uganda where the media caught on to the destructive potential 

of such a routing and its negative publicity for Uganda too and Tanzanian transport minister Omar 

Nundu over the weekend felt compelled to put this to rest. … 

 

PRESIDENT GETS INVOLVED TO SAVE WILDLIFE  

The Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute, in short TAWIRI, has handed over a shocking report to 

President Kikwete earlier this week, showing a massive decline in elephant populations in the Selous 

Game Reserve and the Mikumi National Park, with estimates going as high as 30.000 elephant having 

been wiped out by poaching over the past years. The report, named the Tanzania Elephant 

Management Plan, painted a grim picture of game numbers following regular counts since 

independence, clearly causing enough concern at the President’s Office to have the head of state give 

an immediate directive to TAWIRI to take the necessary action to ensure the survival of the ‘Palahala’ 

or Roosevelt’s Sable Antelope, which has been decimated for its horns and skins. At the same time 

President Kikwete also demanded explanations what had led to the drastic decline of elephant 

populations and what measures were being taken or prepared to reverse the trend. … 

 

RWANDA, WHERE THEY WALK THE TALK ON FOREST CONSERVATION  

When I hear suggestions ‘why don’t you just move there’ from nit picking members of the envy crowd 

here in Kampala, I know they mean Rwanda, a country which has won my heart on so many levels. 

‘Small but oh la la’ always comes to my mind when I report about tourism product innovations, newly 

introduced features and events from the presently three national parks. I am therefore happy to draw 

some more fire from those chaps and go on reporting about the arguably next, fourth Rwandan 

national park, one in the making for sure, by the name of Gishwati Forest. During the week did the 

Minister for Environment and Natural Resources Stanislas Kamanzi visit the Gishwati area to inspect 

progress on re-forestation of up to 3.000 hectares of previously degraded forest land, from where two 

years ago several hundred families were evicted after encroaching the forest and cutting trees to create 

land for cultivation. With those families successfully resettled, planting of trees, indigenous hardwood 

but also bamboo, went ahead and the entire 3.000 hectares are expected to be replanted by late in 

2012.  



With this major forest restoration then complete, the scene is set for yet greater use of the forest for 

tourism, and it is understood that trails are being mapped out already to show the fascinating sights of 

the forest and its landscapes to tourists, willing to pay premium rates to experience the literally 

untouched wilderness areas deep inside the forest valleys. The forest is also home to primates, legions 

of birds, butterflies, orchids and rare medicinal shrubs and trees, where research has not even 

scratched the surface of its unlimited potential yet. There is even speculation that in a private public 

partnership a second forest canopy walk may in fact be created in Gishwati, similar to the hugely 

popular and financially successful canopy walk in ‘the enchanted forest, aka Nyungwe’, which has 

drawn growing numbers of visitors to the park where they are able to see into the treetops and beyond 

from as much as 200 feet up. More visitors means more entrance fees, more discretionary spending on 

site and more hospitality facilities needed which provide both primary and secondary jobs, evidence 

that tourism has the potential, and is exploited towards that end in Rwanda, to be a lead sector in East 

Africa’s economies.  

Yet, across the various borders things in the forestry sectors are not well at all, with Uganda recording 

massive shrinkage of her forests, Kenya diddling on the issue of one of the country’s key water towers, 

the Mau Forest and in Tanzania having the UNESCO application for recognition of a World Heritage 

Site withdrawn last year upon a directive by President Kikwete of the Eastern Arc Mountains, where 

logging companies are now licking their fingers to get their concessions and turn forest heritage into 

short lived cash.  

Again, Rwanda stands firm and stands out in her commitment towards promoting biodiversity and 

protecting her environment, all the more commendable as it is one of the most densely populated 

countries in Africa, if not THE most densely populated country. But smart thinkers in top echelons of 

government see more clearly where their future lies and how they can ensure long term economic 

prosperity. Tourism, nature tourism and in particular the highly rated forest tourism is a key to that 

prosperity.  

Gishwati is very much on this correspondent’s visiting programme for Rwanda in 2012, as is a return 

to the ‘enchanted forest, aka Nyungwe’ to personally assess once again how forests can be turned into 

tourism assets while at the same time improving the micro climate and serving as crucial water towers. 

Watch this space. 

 

MOUNTAIN GORILLA FAMILY GETS BABIES OVER CHRISTMAS  

Information was just received that the ‘Kabirizi and Mapuwa’ families, habituated groups of 

mountain gorillas in the Congo DR’s Virunga National Park, has had one birth each over the 

Christmas period or in late December. The Mapuwa group now counts 17 members while the Kabirizi 

group has grown to 33 members, the largest of the habituated groups of mountain gorillas on the 

Congolese side of the volcanoes. The Greater Virunga Transboundary Cooperation, which brings 

together the three wildlife management bodies, RDB Tourism and Conservation in Rwanda, the 

Uganda Wildlife Authority and their Congolese counterparts ICCN, has over the past years effectively 

dealt with local and cross border poaching and instituted a range of measures aimed to not only 

protect the prized animals but create a conducive environment for them to breed. The last tri-partite 

meeting was in fact held in Kampala / Uganda in October last year and by coincidence was the 

meeting report and resolutions published a few days ago, as the news of the new births in Congo also 

arrived. The report is available on request through this correspondent for interested parties, but in the 

meantime it is a warm welcome to the youngest members of the mountain gorilla community in the 

border triangle between Congo, Rwanda and Uganda. 

 

WINDPOWER CONTRACT AWARDED  

It was learned that last week were firm contracts signed for the construction of initially up to 8 wind 

turbines on Mahe, which when operational will produce a further 6 MW of power. Under the 

Seychelles long term plan does the use of renewable energy sources rank high and in conjunction with 

Abu Dhabi’s Masdar renewable energy company was South Korea’s Unison selected as contractor. 

Five turbines will be erected at the Ile de Romanville while the remaining three will be placed at Ile du 

Port. Construction is expected to commence soon after the company has mobilized resources and 

manufactured and shipped the units to the island.  

The overall cost of approximately 28 million US Dollars comes as a grant from the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi and the warm relations between the two countries are again paying off, as was the case last year 

when two additional desalination plants were rushed to Mahe from Abu Dhabi as a gift by Abu 



Dhabi’s ruler to the people of the Seychelles, when drought has seriously affected the available water 

supply. Good to have friends like that who are willing to financially support development goals and 

help the Seychelles to attain her goal of having a 15 percent renewable energy base by 2030. Keeping 

Seychelles green – watch this space. 

 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO THE VICTORIA CARNIVAL FESTIVAL  

Some may see this as a classic misnomer, as of course it is the air lanes 

which connect the Seychelles with the outside world, but nevertheless, 

like when in ancient times all roads led to Rome, the attention of the 

global carnival communities will focus on the upcoming second edition 

of the ‘Carnaval International de Victoria’.  

Hosted this year jointly between La Reunion and the Seychelles, the 

two tourist boards are busy putting final touches to the PR campaign 

which is due to unfold as the countdown continues towards the March 

02 – 04 event, and with over 40 traditional carnival nations 

participating in the festival, the ‘show is going to be bigger and better 

than last year’ according to a regular source from Mahe. Emirates, 

emerging as THE global airline, is the main sponsor and ‘Festival 

Airline’ once again and will promote the event across their growing 

network, from where travelers are but one stop away from getting to 

the tropical island paradise of the Seychelles.  

‘This is only our second edition of this festival but it has taken the media by storm. In fact many 

tourists are coming in March to see the festival and parade. We now have a calendar of major 

activities across the entire year and it supports our aim to bring in more tourists by offering more 

attractions beyond our paradise location. We see ourselves as blessed with a unique natural setting in 

the middle of the Indian Ocean but also want to establish the islands as a place where things happen. 

The Carnaval Festival is one such event and we look forward to host the world again in March’ said a 

regular source. Watch this space as the programme for the three day festival will be released very soon 

and for anyone wanting to see floats, dance groups and bands perform, the time to book is now. Visit 

www.seychelles.travel for more information on the archipelago’s tourism industry.  

 

 

THE SMILE 
 

The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of the blessings. The inherent blessing of socialism is 

the equal sharing of misery.  Winston Churchill 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

 

 


