
 
 

Dear All 

 

As I was sitting at my desk working on the Weekly there was a huge thud on the window.  I had seen, out of 

the corner of my eye, a brown lump hit the window and then fall to the ground.  I went outside to 

investigate.  I found a tiny pygmy kingfisher standing on the ground, very stunned and surprised.  Notice, 

though, that he still has the insect in his beak that he was obviously intent on catching when he flew into 

the window.  After a few minutes he came to his senses and flew off. 

 

 

Waterberry Lodge 

 

Before Christmas I went to have a walk 

around Waterberry Lodge.  I hadn’t been 

there for ages and thought that a cup of 

coffee with Gail and a wander would be 

a good afternoon out of town.   

 

The lodge was busy; Gail saying that 

they are usually pretty full and that they 

seem to have pitched their marketing 

perfectly.  It really is no surprise that the 

lodge is popular.  The grounds are 

immaculate, the river views superb and, 

if the coffee (permanently on tap) was 

anything to go by, the food would be 

good too.   

 

The lodge lies on the Zambezi River 

opposite the Zambezi National Park in 

Zimbabwe.  It is an idyllic spot, with the 

night noises of hyena and lion at night.  

The river, of course, attracts all the 

birdlife which can be watched from a 

deck chair on the lawns.  The thick bush 

surrounding the lodge is also home to 

many bushbuck.   



 

 

By the side of the lodge is a dam, 

another attraction for birdlife.  The 

dam is a safe spot for people to fish – 

it is full of barbel, bream and other 

fish.  But guests have to fish from the 

jetty – there are crocs there too.   

 

Waterberry lodge welcomes 

Livingstonians to come out for a drink 

or a meal in their dining room.  So, if 

you are looking for a Sunday afternoon 

out of town, try it.   

 

If you remember some weeks ago I 

wrote about four elephants which 

used to wander around this area.  Gail told me that they were regular visitors to the lodge.  The first 

occasion they came, they came uninvited by knocking down the electric fence.  Having decided that the 

elephants meant no harm – they were probably curious and wanted to eat from the trees – the 

management decided to invite them in the next time they arrived.  So, when the security guard at the gate 

saw them nearby, he opened the gate.  The elephants entered the grounds, to the great excitement of the 

guests.  One of the management accompanied the elephants as they rummaged through the bush and ate 

from the trees – Gail saying that she was always telling them not to knock down her trees.  They seemed to 

understand.  After a while the elephants would leave only to return the next day for a visit.   

 

Sadly two of the elephants were 

poached in November, I think.  No-one 

will tell who perpetrated the killings, 

not even ZAWA will give a clue.  The 

result was that the two remaining 

elephants left the area, not to be seen 

there again.  Fortunately Gail said she 

saw them in the Game Park a few 

weeks later and was pleased that they, 

at least, were safe.   

 

 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
 

Lusaka National Park 

In TLW18Dec11 I wrote: 

 

The Lusaka National Park will soon be open according to Kingsley Namangala, Business Development officer 

for ZAWA.  The park is home to white rhino, sable, eland, black lechwe, bushbuck, impala and zebra.   

 

I had an email from a Lusaka-ite who said that the report is far from the truth.  The fact is that the park has 

no infrastructure; many of the animals are kept in bad conditions, some in bomas where they have been for 

ages.  The environment is also degraded and that a tree-planting exercise largely failed.   

 

So, if you are thinking of taking a visit to the new park, I would advise against it 



Good publicity for Luangwa 

 

In two British newspapers – the Telegraph and the Financial Times - Luangwa Valley was chosen as one of 

the best places to visit for 2012.   

 

From the Telegraph (out of 20 chosen destinations): 

Zambia's national parks have a fraction of the visitor traffic of the more popular East African safari areas. 

Best for game viewing is the lovely South Luangwa National Park, where many guides are trained to lead 

small groups on walking safaris – an exciting way to see both game and landscape. 

 

And from the Financial Times (chosen out of 8 destinations) 

Visiting Zambia is a chance to experience “sheer wilderness”. The Luangwa valley is known as the home of 

the walking safari and offers the chance to see wildlife without the clusters of tourist minibuses found in 

some of the more popular African safari parks. “With a great guide, you get a lesson in the African bush 

going from major game down to the dung beetle”. 

 

 

 

UNWTO Meeting 

 

Amos Malupenga, PS for Information, with a delegation, visited Harare to have a meeting with their 

Zimbabwean counterparts to discuss plans for the UNWTO meeting in 2013.   

 

The two delegations exchanged information on the preparations and discussed a draft memorandum.   

Amos Malupenga stated that Zambia has a memorandum of commitment for the UNWTO Meeting awaiting 

Cabinet endorsement.  He also said that US$1.2million had been allocated in the 2012 budget for 

preparations.   

 

Meanwhile Felix Chaila, Zambia Tourist Board Managing Director, stated that the cost of accommodation in 

Livingstone is too high.  He thinks that if more accommodation is created, the cost will go down.  He hoped 

that investors would increase the number of rooms available in Livingstone, especially as it would be 

required during the UNWTO meeting.   

 

Also commenting on the UNWTO meeting he said the ZTB should also market Zambia’s other attractions 

like Luangwa Valley and not just concentrate on the Victoria Falls. 

 

Gill Comment: Assuming that this report is correct, I really think the government should do some research to 

find out why accommodation in Livingstone is high.  There is always the assumption in these reports that 

hotel/lodge/guesthouse owners are making too much profit.  The fact of the matter is that accommodation 

owners are fully aware of their competition in Victoria Falls Town, Kasane and Katima Mulilo; they would 

love to reduce their prices so that they could be more competitive.  It is however impossible because of the 

cost of doing business in Zambia. 

A second comment is about ZTB marketing the rest of Zambia during the run-up to the UNWTO.  During 

Livingstone Centenary, ZTB (or ZNTB as it was then) completely high-jacked the event by launching a Visit 

Zambia campaign which concentrated its efforts (and finances) mostly in Lusaka.  Our Centenary passed 

without comment in the worldwide press.  Only a few private tour operators managed, against all odds, to 

bring some attention to Livingstone during this time.   

The UNWTO in 2013 is a time when all of Zambia’s resources should be committed to Livingstone.  

Livingstone, as the Tourist Capital of Zambia, should be the hub of tourism in Zambia.  It needs to have its 

infrastructure improved and the government has to look at why the tourism industry is failing here ... it is 

not from want of trying by the operators ... Until Livingstone can become a success story, there is absolutely 

no point to expect tourism to work anywhere else in the country.   

 

 



Street Vendors allowed to operate 

 

In the new government’s pro-poor agenda, street vendors have now been given permission to operate 

without persecution.  Originally the government had said that town streets throughout Zambia should be 

cleaned up and the vendors removed.  Several Town Councils tried and failed, with huge outcry from the 

vendors.  Now it seems that the government has changed its mind and said that street vendors may 

continue their activities – the argument being that they are just trying to make a living.   

 

Since the announcement I have seen the corridors along our streets in Livingstone become markets as 

more and more vendors have moved in to claim a spot.  Does this mean now that shops will no longer be 

required to pay rates and taxes?  They are in direct competition with the poor masses who are plonking 

their wares in front of the doors to their shops - surely we have to have a level playing field? 

 

 

Nsumbu National Park 

From http://www.africareport.com/ 

 

Investors needed to develop 2 large holiday lodges next to Lake Tanganyika 

 

The project entails the construction of 2 holiday lodges situated alongside Lake Tanganyika in Zambia’s 

Nsumbu National Park. The 24 room lodges will provide a central tourist base for motor boat game viewing 

on the lake, game drives in the park, accommodation and meals. 

 

Details of Opportunity:  

Two lodges are proposed for construction in the Nsumbu National Park along the shorelines of Lake 

Tanganyika in the Northern Province of Zambia, the longest and deepest lake in Zambia and the second in 

Africa. The sites provide beautiful scenery of animal life and a clear sunset view. The 24 room proposed 

lodges are intended to provide a central base of exploration for motor boat game viewing on Lake 

Tanganyika and game drives in Nsumbu National Park. In addition, they will be fully equipped to provide 

accommodation and meals for visiting tourists. Investors are needed to construct the lodges and 

surrounding amenities. 

 

Estimated Cost: US$1.1 million 

 

 

Sekute Conservancy 

From Africa Wildlife Foundation 

 

In partnership with the Sekute Chiefdom, located in the Kazungula District with a population of 

approximately 20,000 people, AWF has established the Sekute Conservation Area, which covers more than 

160,000 acres. Located at the point where Zambia, Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe meet, the Sekute 

Conservation Area includes 25 miles of Zambezi River frontage in AWF's Kazungula Heartland. 

 

Wildlife historically moved freely through this area, but population growth, agriculture and tourism-related 

construction have increasingly threatened the wildlife dispersal corridors. Having identified wildlife crossing 

points on the Zambezi River in danger of becoming blocked, AWF in partnership with the Sekute 

community has designed measures to protect these routes and enable large wildlife populations in 

Botswana and Namibia to move north into available habitat in Zambia. 

 

AWF has identified two elephant corridors and has worked with local communities to designate a 50,000-

acre section of the Chiefdom as the Sekute Conservation Area. The Sekute Community Development Trust 

was established to spearhead community development and conservation within the chiefdom, hence 

protecting the important wildlife corridors therein, including the riverfront. 

 



AWF has also launched an Easements for Education Program that helps families who conserve land send 

their children to school, and has built a school, Lupani Primary School, that serves the families living near 

the conservation area and reduces the distance children must walk to attend school. The easement 

program currently supports over 100 underprivileged children, but there are many more children that could 

use this support. Remember, you can support conservation by helping to educate a child. 

 

Besides protecting the corridors, the establishment of the Sekute Conservation Area provides community 

and private sector investment opportunities for its ecotourism and auxiliary enterprises. Currently the Trust 

has entered into a private/community partnership for the establishment of a four star eco-lodge. The Trust 

has also recruited and trained 20 community scouts to monitor natural resource use in the conservation 

area. 

 

LUPANI SCHOOL - SEKUTE COMMUNITY 

In partnership with the Sekute Community Development Trust, AWF has rebuilt the area’s only primary 

school. 

AWF recently constructed a new school in the Sekute Community of Zambia in the Kazungula Heartland 

consisting of five teacher houses and six modern classrooms, equipped with new desks. Immediately after 

its inauguration, 105 pupils enrolled in the school, which replaced a badly dilapidated school that only 

accommodated 55 pupils—a big step in a Chiefdom where currently 80% of the people are illiterate. The 

new school is an incentive for the Sekute communities' efforts in setting aside a Wildlife Conservancy, and 

protecting wildlife dispersal corridors. The school is now officially recognized by the government of Zambia 

and has been provided with five trained teachers; prior to this, pupils were taught by community members. 

 

 

Kariba Dam Gate to Open 

 

According to report, Kariba Dam will have one gate opened on January 3.  Communities downstream of the 

dam should be aware that the river will rise and should take the necessary precautions.   

 

 

High water for Rafting 

 

Whitewater rafting has changed to its High Water start from rapid 7b due to the rising water in the river.   

 

.   

ZIMBABWE 
Cheaper rates for Zimbabweans in Victoria Falls Town 

 

Walter Mzembi, the Minister of Tourism, has said that the price of tourism products in Victoria Falls Town 

are too high for locals and called on the operators to have a dual pricing system which gave cheaper prices 

for Zimbabweans.  He commented that failure on behalf of the operators to introduce such a system would 

lead to the government regulating the industry.   

 

Walter Mzembi: We are working on new regulations on the issue of rates aimed at empowering locals by 

means of connecting them to our abundant resources, our own heritage. It is unfortunate that we have 

existing Shylocks in the sector who are holding the permits in trust on behalf of Zimbabweans who want to 

hold us at ransom. 

Remember locals travel as families, with their parents and friends and paying US$90 per head for a family of 

five for elephant rides is unreasonable. It is not acceptable. 

 

 

 

 



Victoria Falls Steam Train 

 

The steam train in Victoria Falls has been completely 

refurbished.  Sunset bridge runs and other trips will now be 

available.   

 

Contact: reservations@steamtraincompany.com, Tel: 

01342912, Mobile: 0779428499 

 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
 

CONSERVANCIES IN KENYA EXPECT TAX HIT 

Wildlife conservation groups and those involved in private conservancies in Kenya, crucially 

important to maintaining biodiversity and supporting government policies of adding private land for 

the purpose of protecting threatened species like rhinos, are bracing for the worst come 2012, as new 

tax demands appear on the horizon.  

The new VAT Act in Kenya reportedly no longer recognizes the exemptions conservancies enjoyed in 

regard of their fees raised on entry, all of which are going directly to support recurrent and 

development expenditures such private ventures are faced with and are struggling to meet, and should 

indeed the taxman have its way, the cost of getting into such conservancies may well have to be raised 

by as much as 20 percent to cater for the tax liabilities the new law has created.  

Conservationists and the affected conservancies have made a last minute appeal to request the past 

exemption to continue but are quietly resigned in the fact that doing conservation work seems to be a 

taxable activity too these days. In reality, it seems counterproductive to punish private conservation 

efforts with added taxation measures, as the raised fees are likely to impact on visitors’ numbers. Tour 

operators will undoubtedly reflect any raised fees in their safari costs and individual travelers, 

Kenyans and expatriates alike, may not come in as large numbers as they did in the past, if suddenly 

they have to cough up the VAT element too. But whenever did the tax man’s demands make sense, or 

laws for that matter. A Happy New Year 2012 it may therefore NOT be for the Kenyan conservancies 

as the taxman is preparing to smuggle an unwanted present into Santa’s deliveries.  

The 9th edition of Sauti za Busara music festival takes place in Stone Town, Zanzibar from Wed 8 – Sun 

12 February 2012. 100% LIVE African music under African skies. Here is what you can expect to see on our 

stage in February.  

 

Jagwa Music (Tanzania)  Super Mazembe (DRC / Kenya)  Lady Jaydee (Tanzania)  Nneka (Nigeria)  

Tumi & The Volume (South Africa)  Ary Morais (Cape Verde)  Companhia Nacional de Canto e Dança 

(Mozambique)  Bi Kidude (Zanzibar)  Tausi Women's Taarab (Zanzibar)  Ndere Troupe (Uganda)  

Lumumba Theatre Group (Tanzania)  Ogoya Nengo (Kenya)  Chébli Msaïdie (Comoros)  Kozman Ti Dalon 

(Reunion)  Skuli ya Kiongoni (Zanzibar)  Kidumbaki JKU (Zanzibar)  Utamaduni JKU 

 

 

 

 



Mo Ibrahim Index 

 

Every year African countries are scored by the Mo Ibrahim Foundation in various aspects to assess their 

good governance performance.   

 

Also, every year, if an African leader/ex-leader can be found, a prize of US$5,000,000 is given to him/her.  

For two years now, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation has not found an African leader worthy of the prize, but 

this year Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires, the former President of Cape Verde, received the prize. 

 

Previous winners of the prize have been Joaquim Chissano, Festus Mogae and Nelson Mandela.    

 

The table shows the rankings and scores of all the African countries.  Food for thought ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 and the Plight of our Elephants and Rhinos 

 

According to the Conservation group, TRAFFIC, elephant ivory seizures reached a record in 2011, with an 

estimate of tusks from 2,500 elephants.   

Tom Milliken, TRAFFIC Zimbabwe, said it was the worst year for large seizures he had seen in the over two 

decades he has been running the database. 

Tom Milliken: We've reached a point in Africa's history where there are more Asian nationals on the 

continent than ever before. They have contacts with the end use market and now they are at the source in 

Africa.  

This is all adding up to an unprecedented assault on elephants and other wildlife.  

 

 

 

 



Meanwhile, records show that over 443 rhinos 

were poached in South Africa during 2011.  The 

number is 2010 was 333.   

 

The increase is attributed to the Vietnamese.  

There is a ‘rumour’ circulating that a 

Vietnamese Minister was cured or cancer after 

taking rhino horn medicine.  It is quite possible, 

of course, that criminal gangs are circulating the 

rumour to bump up sales of their illicit goods.   

 

 

 

 

From the Stop Rhino Poaching Website: 

  

Rhino poaching is horrific. The preferred method of poaching in South 

Africa now is to dart the animal with a tranquiliser, then to wait until 

the animal is unconscious, hack off its horns with a chainsaw or 

machete, and then leave the animal to bleed or suffocate to death. 

Not all the rhinos die immediately: one rhino in Save Valley 

Conservancy in Zimbabwe survived for several days before succumbing 

to its terrible injuries, while two animals remain in critical condition 

after their horns were hacked out on 11 December at Fairy Glen 

Private Game Reserve in South Africa. It’s hard to comprehend such 

cruelty. 

  

 

 

THE SMILE 
 

 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

 


