
 
 

Dear All 

 

Been stuck at home during the week.  So my header is a photo of some of my birdlife visiting to keep me 

company during the week.   

 

 

 

Jean Evans RIP 1946 - 2011 

 

It was with shock and a deep sadness that the Livingstone community heard of the tragic death of Jean in a 

vehicle accident on the Botswana road which runs through her farm Chundu. 

 

Jean arrived as a young woman in the middle sixties and initially worked in one of the commercial banks in 

Livingstone. In 1970 she married Murray Evans, a prominent dairy and crop farmer on the banks of the 

Zambezi River. Melanie and Craig were born in Livingstone but Jean soon returned to work to help the 

family finances in those tough economic times in Zambia. 

 

Over the years Jean established her reputation as an astute business woman and after some time started a 

clearing agency with her daughter, which Melanie runs to this day. Sadly Murray passed away in 2006 and 

Jean then successfully continued running the farm by herself. 

 

Jean was proud of her north of England heritage and was always happy to explain her Geordie upbringing 

to anyone who would listen. In addition to all these responsibilities Jean was the British Government’s 

representative in Livingstone. 

 

Jean’s home at Chundu Farm was always ‘Open House’ and their warm hospitality was well known; many of 

us have attended numerous happy functions there over the years. Although her friends knew that Jean had 

a kind and generous spirit many were unaware that she helped to support three orphanages and two old 

age homes in Livingstone, both with financial help and produce from the farm. Several Livingstone 

residents who had medical problems requiring surgery have also benefited from her generosity. 

 

However, Jean’s proudest achievement was her grandchildren and family and it is to them that we offer our 

sincerest sympathy and condolences. Livingstone will certainly be a poorer place without her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



ZAMBIA 
Finance Bank 

 

During the week we were told that the sale of Finance 

Bank to First National Bank, South Africa, had been 

stopped and that the original owners could have their 

bank back.  This is a long story full of rumours and no-

one really seems to know the whole story.   

 

The Bank of Zambia moved in to take over the bank in 

December 2010, stating that there had been 

irregularities in the running of the bank.  In order to 

stop a mad rush of withdrawals the Bank of Zambia sent round representatives to assure its customers that 

all was well; the bank was solvent and would continue operations.   

 

There were rumours of politics being involved.  Officially, the ownership of the bank was: Credit Suisse (40 

percent), Finsbury Investments Limited (25 percent), Clarkwell Limited (25%), Job Albert Samuel (6.5%), the 

estate of late Pat Bwalya Puta (2.5%) and Patrick Chamunda (1%).  Unofficially, it was said that Rajan 

Mahtani, through Finsbury, Clarkwell and Samuel had acquired a large number of shares.  Rajan Mahtani 

was the founder of the bank and was known to be a supporter of the Patriotic Front.   

 

After some uncertainty by customers the bank was said to have been sold to First National Bank of South 

Africa and all the staff of the bank were required to re-apply for their jobs …   

 

And then we had elections …  The new government has rescinded the sale and given it back. 

 

It is very odd.  But, for myself, I am happy.  Finance Bank has the best customer service of all the banks that 

I have tried … and I have tried most of them …  I had visions of First National Bank coming in and it 

becoming … just another bank …  

 

 

Pension Age Increased 

 

President Michael Sata has directed that people should now retire at 65 years of age and not 55 as is 

presently the case.  The reasoning behind this is that people who have retired at 55 are often re-employed 

on contract which is more expensive.  The government feels that if people wanted to work and were fit 

they should be allowed to continue.   

 

 

Work Permit Woes or … Not so Woe 

 

According to the news, a South African who was working at a new lodge in town was arrested during the 

week and fined K1,000,000 (US$200) and the lodge fined K3,000,000 for employing an illegal.   

 

Immigration Comment: It is one of the immigration policies that foreigners should not deprive Zambians of 

employment when we have enough qualified Zambians in various skills. 

 

During the week while listening to the news there was a story about the Chinese selling chickens in the 

market in Lusaka.  The Zambian chicken suppliers were complaining that it was not fair because their 

businesses were suffering as a result.   

 

There seems to be some contradiction …  

 



United Nations World Travel Organisation (UNWTO) 

 

The meeting of the UNWTO is being held in Korea this week.  It is during this meeting that the next venue 

will be decided.  Zambia and Zimbabwe have put in a joint bid to host the next meeting in Victoria Falls 

Town and Livingstone in 2013.  Other bidders are Russia, Turkey, Jordan and Qatar.   

 

 

 

Film Festival for Livingstone 

 

Vilole Images Productions will be holding a film festival in Livingstone 2-10 March 2012.  The festival will 

show documentaries, short films and full-length feature films.   

 

View Special Images Film Festival (VSIFF) was founded in November 2010 to integrate women and women 

with disabilities through the art of film.   

 

Filmmakers who wish to submit films for the festival are requested to use the theme: I am every woman – I 

am confident, I listen and speak out and I embrace other women.   

 

For more information: viloleimages@gmail.com 

 

 

Elephant Charge – 22-24
th

 October 

 

Elephant Charge 2011 will be held on Independence 

Weekend, 22nd, 23rd and 24th of October.  

 

In 2009 The Elephant Charge raised K40,066,000 for 

Children in The Wilderness.  In 2010 Elephant Charge 

raised more than K330,000,000 for The Lusaka National 

Park, South Luangwa Conservation Society, Conservation 

Lower Zambezi and The Kafue Trust. 

 

The Elephant Charge challenges teams of cars and 

motorbikes to complete a gruelling course through the Zambian bush. 

The event is held at a different location each year over Zambia's 

Independence weekend in late October.  The winning team is the one 

that completes a course of nine checkpoints in the shortest distance 

possible. Each team must find their own route between the 

checkpoints through valleys, over ridges and up escarpments in a trial 

of driving, navigating and endurance.  The Elephant Charge is proud to 

have been inspired by the Rhino Charge in Kenya.  

    

Teams 

Elephant Charge accepts entries in one of two classes: car or 

motorbike. Car teams consist of a vehicle with between two and six 

passengers, while motorbike teams comprise of three to four bikes and 

riders.  

 

The Charge Site 

The exact location of the Elephant Charge is a carefully guarded secret until the day before the 

competition.  

 

For more information: www.elephantcharge.org 



 

From Robin Pope, Luangwa 

 

One of the great “hardships” of the job and of this time of the 

year is the necessity of driving up through the park for our 

weekly visits to Tena and Nsefu. Along the way it is all business 

as I am sure you can imagine but we disguise ourselves well 

with cameras and sunhats, as you never know what is going to 

be lurking around the corner. So last week we were en-route 

and found a rather large road block of 6 big bull elephants – 

obviously on a boy's holiday. We parked off in the shade and 

watched them as they dozed under a winterthorn, then, all of 

a sudden, it was time to wake up.  

     

The lead bull told the team to get going and they were off, 

clearing the road so that we could pass, but then also heading 

straight down to the river exactly where we were driving 

across. WOW what a treat – maybe it is just me but elephants 

for me have to be in the top two or three, and then to see six 

large bulls crossing the river you could call it seventh heaven. 

So landrover in neutral and engine off we coasted down the 

river bank and along the sand as quietly as our car would let us 

to watch the boys hitting their version of the pub. After a 

while we were rather baked, as the mid day September 

sunshine does pack a punch, so we started the car up and 

crossed the river, all the time with the elephants just looking 

at us and not at all concerned by our presence.  

     

Up on the other side of the bank the mood changed and they 

looked like making a move and crossing. All that stood 

between them and the other side of the river was a pod of 

hippos. As if to try to show off they wandered upstream until 

they got to a very particular spot and off they went. Now the 

elephants are looking lovely and cool and having a great time 

with one of them diving into the river, but the hippos at this 

point are not having such a great afternoon. What would you 

think if you were minding your own business and suddenly a 

rather large elephant came charging through your huddle! So 

the hippos start to panic and peel off left, right and centre – 

mayhem ensues and then simply to add insult to injury one of 

the elephants hooked his trunk and tusk over one of the 

hippos and just chucked him out of the way. I never thought 

that I would see such a thing as a hippo flinging competition, 

let alone a hippo being made to look so light and pathetic. I kid 

you not, this really did happen and all the time we were there 

witnessing it. Unfortunately the excitement of the moment 

got me slightly taken a back so I missed the big moment on 

camera but I did manage to capture some of it.      

     

The boys then looking all smug grouped together smiled for 

the camera and then continued on their journey.  

 

So there ends the story of flying hippos. 

 



ZIMBABWE 
 

Government importing new notes and coins 

 

Since Zimbabwe took on the United States dollar as their currency, there has been a serious problem with 

change and shockingly dirty notes.  Instead of change, shop owners have been handing out sweets, eggs or 

credit notes.  (I preferred the eggs.) 

 

According to the news this week, government has made an agreement to bring in some new notes and 

coins to relieve the situation.   

 

 

Kariba Snare Sweep from their newsletter … 

 

…  Two young boys and a Gentleman did a snare sweep up the Mucharara River on Saturday without an 

escort from National Parks. They did a good job and found 15 snares and approximately 200 kg of PTC wire 

in lengths up 4 mts. This wire was hidden away and was obviously to be used in snaring after heating to 

soften. Copper wire was also found                

The Area Manager for National Parks, Mr Gwanyanya drove past them, stopped and had a look at what 

their effort had produced. Mr Gwanyanya praised all for their efforts then berated all for going without an 

escort. 

Kariba Animal Wildlife Fund Trust works with National Parks and this is a tremendous effort these 3 put in 

BUT would like to remind everyone that it is dangerous and against National Park Policy and Law to do this 

without an armed National Parks escort.   

 

 

 

Vic Falls Marathon 

 

The film of the Vic Falls Marathon will be shown on TV: 

 

10 October  6pm  SS7 

11 October   7pm  SS7 

12 October  9.30am    SS6 

17 October  10.30pm SS5  

 

Lots of other times and dates to suit all 

 

 

New Minimum Wages for Domestic Staff 

 

Minimum Wages for Domestic Workers from 1st October 2011 (and Allowances for those not resident on 

the property)  

  

Wages were announced by the Minister of Labour on 28th September 2011, to take effect from 1st October 

2011 and therefore payable from the end of October 2011, as – 

Yard/garden worker                                                    $85 per month, or $19,60 per week 

Cook/housekeeper                                                    $90 per month, or $20,79 per week 

Child-minder or disabled/aged minder              $95 per month, or $ $21,94 per week 

Disabled/aged minder with Red Cross Certificate 

or similar qualification                                                       $100 per month, or $23,10 per week.  

  

Monthly allowances for those not provided with free lodging, water, lights and cooking fuel – 



Accommodation                $50 

Transport                           $26 

Lights                                  $  5 

Cooking Fuel                     $  5 

Water                                 $  5 

 

Gill Comment: I always have a problem with minimum wages which are set by governments in Africa.  In 

Zambia we are facing pleas by workers to have the minimum wage increased.  But both Zambia and 

Zimbabwe have 80% unemployment … so whatever minimum wage is set by government only helps a 

minority … 

 

I know that people who trade in the markets are happy to go home with US$1-5 per day.  They sit all day in 

the sun trading their tomatoes, second-hand clothes, their traditional medicines, their charcoal … they sell 

what they can because there are no jobs and they desperately need to feed their families.   

 

I also know that many families have domestic staff who are ‘family’ and work for nothing, except a meal 

and a roof over their head.   

 

Rules like the new one in Zimbabwe are only used to prosecute people who are ‘out of favour’.   

 

 

BOTSWANA 
Safari holiday goes sadly wrong 

 

On 14 September an elderly couple, who were on holiday from South Africa, were driving through Chobe 

National Park got lost.  And then they got stuck in a sandy river bed.  On the following day John Bullen, 80, 

left his wife Lorraine, 78, in the vehicle and started to walk, in order to get help.  He had with him an axe, 

some water and food, and a GPS.   

 

They had been on the way to Savute, but had made a detour to visit an area they had been to before.  They 

asked for directions from some local people who, unfortunately, gave them some bad advice.   

 

Lorraine stayed in the car for 5 days and was found by some Dutch tourists who managed to pull out the 

vehicle and get Lorraine to a nearby military base.   

 

John Bullen has not been found but the search continues.   

 

 

NAMIBIA 
Wuparo Conservancy Receives Grant 

 

Wuparo Conservancy is between Mamili and Mudumu 

National Parks in the Caprivi.  The conservancy has just 

been given a grant through the Millennium Challenge 

Account – Namibia of NS1,000,000 (US$125,000). 

 

The money is to be used to help the conservancy fund 

their involvement with Nkasa Lupalo Lodge which is a 

joint project between themselves and Gaffil CC.   

 

 

 



 

Groot  

 

Grootfontein has been chosen as the site of US$800 million new centre to be called Groot.  The centre will 

include shopping malls, 

parks, entertainment 

venues, medical facilities, 

educational institutions, 

hotels, restaurants, 

offices and residences.  

Almost half of the retail 

tenants will come from 

America … including … 

McDonalds …   

 

 

 

Fire at Etosha 

 

A bushfire which started to the east of Etosha National Park, spread into the park and may have damaged 

over 250,000 ha (2,500 sq km) of land.  It is thought that it killed elephant, giraffe and rhino and many 

other animals in that area.   

 

The fire is thought to have started by charcoal burning.  It spread across three farms before entering the 

park.  The wind was strong and the temperatures were high, leading to the fast pace at which the fire 

spread.   

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Lions on the latest list of Wildlife Products for Asia 

 

The export of lion carcasses to Asia is increasing at a pace. 

In 2009 export of 156 lion bones was granted … in 2010 this had increased to 1,623.   

 

 

MOZAMBIQUE 
12 Elephants Killed in Quirimbas Park 

 

Quirimbas Park is in the north of the country on the coast.  As I am not 

good at Mozambique geography and had never heard of Quirimbas, I 

had to draw a map … 

 

In just one week 

12 elephant were 

poached in 

Quirimbas 

National Park.  A 

group of four men 

wearing military 

uniforms and 

armed with AK47s 

are killing the 

elephants.  They 



have forced local villagers to carry the tusks and are threatening anyone who does not cooperate.   

 

From World Wildlife Fund:  

 

The Quirimbas National Park, stretching along 

the northeast coast of Mozambique, protects 

750,639 hectares of coastal forest and 

mangroves, rich coral reefs and abundant 

marine life, including sea turtles, dugongs and 

hundreds of fish species. The park was 

established in 2002 to protect the region’s 

natural resources.  

 

And then I was stuck because I didn’t know 

what a dugong is.  So here is a pic which I 

have taken from the internet … with no 

permission … 

 

 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
LAST GLIMPSE OF BUJAGALI FALLS 

This weekend will give Ugandans one of the last chances to see 

the Bujagali Falls in their full flow, before the downstream 

Bujagali hydro electric power plant will begin to close the flood 

gates in preparations of starting ‘production’ by the end of the 

month. All the rapids and falls behind the power plant will 

progressively submerge in coming weeks until enough water 

has been ‘stored’ to support the power plant going on line. 

 

(The Bujagali Falls, previously a major weekend leisure spot 

for Ugandans and an exciting white water rafting challenge – 

soon to be submerged) 

 

Uganda’s three main white water rafting companies have already relocated their main starting points 

to below the new power plant and while there are at present lots of lingering sentiments about 

‘loosing’ a stretch of river which was easily accessible and visible from several vantage points, there is 

also resignation in the fact that the falls will within a week or two be gone for good and submerged 

under a new ‘mini lake’ created by the dam further downstream. At the same time there is relief too 

that when electricity production finally goes underway the eternal rationing, aka ‘load shedding’ by 

Uganda’s electricity distribution monopolist UMEME will be a thing of the past, through probably not 

equally regular power interruptions due to a rotten network prone to outages when the first drops of 

rain fall, if not before. 

Bujagali Falls was one of the most visited tourism attractions across Uganda, and being less than 10 

kilometres away from Jinja and the main Kampala – Kenya border highway easily attracted visitors 

to make a stop and see the gushing waters of the world’s longest river, as it starts its long journey 

through Uganda, South Sudan, North Sudan and Egypt to the Mediterranean Sea. The immediate 

area around the falls become home to several adventure companies offering rafting, quad biking and 

accommodation like the Nile Porch or the Nile River Explorers’ Camp and while some facilities have 

shifted down river to where the future ‘action’ is taking place on the river, much of the infrastructure 

will remain and refocus on new tourism products like jet boating and water skiing, taking advantage 

of the higher water levels.  

For now the time has finally come when the falls will no longer be fully visible and only swirls in the 

water will remind future visitors of what once has been the Bujagali Falls of old, gone the same way as 

did the Rippon Falls when the Owen Falls dam was built in the 1950’s.  



THE SMILE … 
A touching tale.... 

 

As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a graveside service for a 

homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to be at a pauper's cemetery in the Kentucky 

back country. 

 

As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical man, I didn't stop for directions. 

 

I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse was nowhere in 

sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating lunch. 

 

I felt badly and apologized to the men for being late. I went to the side of the grave and looked down and 

the vault lid was already in place. I didn't know what else to do, so I started to play. 

 

The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played out my heart and soul for this 

man with no family and friends. I played like I've never played before for this homeless man. 

 

And as I played 'Amazing Grace, the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we all wept together. 

When I finished I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. Though my head hung low, my heart was 

full. 

 

As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, "I never seen nothin' like that before and 

I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years." 

 

CALENDAR 
 

2011 OCTOBER 13-16 Chingola, Zambia Zambia Open Golf Competition 

2011 OCTOBER 15-21 Hwange NP, Zimbabwe South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 OCTOBER 22-24 Zambia Rhino Charge 

2011 OCTOBER 24 Zambia Independence Day 

2011 OCTOBER 22-29 Livingstone, Zambia The Zambezi River Festival 

2011 OCTOBER 26-28 Kariba, Zimbabwe Kariba Tiger Tournament 

2011 NOVEMBER 5 Livingstone, Zambia Firework Night at Golf Club 

2011 NOVEMBER 5-17 Liuwa Plain, Zambia South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 NOVEMBER 7-10 World Travel Market London, UK 

2011 NOVEMBER 17-20 Itezhi-Tezhi, Zambia Fishing Challenge - Game Rangers International 

2011 NOVEMBER 21-26 Lusaka, Zambia Art for Wildlife Competition and Exhibition 

2011 NOVEMBER 26 Lusaka, Zambia The Elephant's 80s Ball - David Shepherd's 80th 

2011 DECEMBER 10 Namibia Human Rights Day 

2011 DECEMBER 25-26 
 

Christmas 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 


