
 
 

Dear All 

 

My header is from Hwange.  I’ll give 

you a bit of a story from the trip a 

bit later.   

 

Chameleons 

 

If you remember in January I found 

over 40 newly-hatched chameleons 

in the garden.  They were relocated 

over the road for safety – my dogs 

and cats would have eaten them.   

 

The other day as I was walking 

through the veggie garden over the 

road I found one of them.  He was 

much grown and very beautiful, so I 

thought you must see.   

 

 

Beyond the Victoria Falls Book Signing 

 

I have been told that a Book Signing is the thing to do with a new book.  

As I have received some copies of my book to sell on behalf of the 

publishers I will be doing a Book Signing at the Zambezi Sun on Saturday 

13th August from 4pm-6pm.   

 

Please come and buy a book and/or keep me company while sitting by 

the pool and having a sundowner.  I have visions of myself sitting there 

alone for two hours looking extremely silly. 

 

The book is selling for K125,000 (US$25).  I feel that it is an important 

part of any lodge or home library for people who live and work around 



the Victoria Falls.  It covers the towns of Livingstone, Victoria Falls, Kasane and Katima Mulilo.  It also 

includes descriptions of 19 National Parks or Reserves within the four countries and within easy reach of 

the Victoria Falls.   

 

I have a dream that the four countries should market the Victoria Falls as a group, not fight for the tourists 

which come our way.  If we join hands and market together we will receive many more visitors which we 

can share.  And, together, we should urge our governments to ease restrictions between the countries and 

to give us all a level playing field.  As I said … it is a dream …  

 

I can also take orders for multiple copies for sale at a discounted price.  Get in touch with me if you would 

like some – I can order for you.  I am hoping to bring copies to Victoria Falls Town, Kasane and Katima 

Mulilo soon. 

 

 

Hwange 27-31 July 2011 

 

The main aim of the trip to Hwange National Park was 

to go and see the bike ride from Main Camp.  But, me 

being me, and wanting to make the most of it, I 

decided to go to Main Camp via Robins Camp and 

Sinamatella.   

 

We set off early – I was travelling with a friend, Venice, 

from Saf Par who volunteered to keep me company.  It 

is not a good idea to go into the bush alone.  I have 

done it, but it is not wise.  At least if there are two of 

you and the car breaks down, there is someone to talk 

to! 

 

The border crossing into Zimbabwe was painless 

although the Zimbabwe side was slow.  After filling up 

the jerry cans with fuel, we took the Bulawayo road out 

of Victoria Falls Town.  We were not going to be near a petrol station again until we came out of the park 

four days later.   

 

45 km along the Bulawayo road we took a right to Robins Camp, Hwange National Park.  This is also the 

road to Pandamatenga and the border with Botswana, but you turn off before then to reach Hwange.  The 

road was quite horrid – corrugations and holes.  It passes through Matetsi Safari Area and it was fairly 

obvious that there was a lot of activity there.  I am told that the hunting has taken off in a big way – there is 

lots of money in hunting.  There are many people out there – men and women – who love the thrill of 

killing something … and then hanging the 

stuffed head over their mantelpiece.  Each 

to their own, I say.   

 

As we approached the entrance to Hwange 

I noticed that my car was making a funny 

noise.  My car is 23 years old and has seen 

some bush.  But it is still a great car … it 

just needs some TLC now and again.  I 

decided that being totally ignorant of car 

mechanics I would try to keep it going to 

Robins where I thought someone would be 

able to help.   

 



We arrived at Robins Camp, chatted to the Game Scout at reception while paying our camping fees.  I asked 

if there was a mechanic at hand.  Yes, there was.  He was called for.  The mechanic arrived, put his head in 

the car bonnet, waggled something about and said: Broken.  He proceeded to undo a lot of nuts and bolts … 

I asked him what I should do.  Weld, he said.  He continued to undo bits and pieces, finally walking off with 

a lump of my car …   

 

Half an hour later the mechanic came back and started to put 

the lump back in the car.  Fixed, he said, and walked off.  A man 

of few words, I thought to myself.  We drove around to the 

campsite and organised our camp for the night.   

 

Robins Camp was an old farm property from the 1930s.  A 

cantankerous old man called H G Robins owned and ran the 

farm.  When he died the farm became part of the park.  It still 

has that farm feel about it.   

 

That afternoon we went for a drive to Little Toms, a pan, not 

far away.  The road was not great and when we met up with 

some other visitors they 

advised us not to try to get 

to Big Toms as the road 

was appalling.  So, we 

stopped by Little Toms for 

a while watching the 

birdlife and then took a 

slow drive back 

encountering a large herd 

of buffalo on the way.   

Good, said Venice, we are 

sure to hear lions tonight. 

 

Surrounding the property is nothing more than a chicken wire fence.  Animals come and go.  I suppose that 

is why Venice and I put away all the food before diving into our tents.  And also why, in the morning, we 

found hyena tracks around our camp.   The night had been full of night noises – lion, hyena and jackal.   

 

The morning’s entertainment was provided by birds squabbling over some bits of bread.  There was 

actually plenty for them all but the drongo decided he didn’t want to share.   

 



After packing up camp we drove to Mandavu Picnic Site which we had managed to book.  The wonderful 

thing about Hwange is that they allow campers at Picnic Sites where you can have the whole site to 

yourself.  There is, usually, a couple of scouts nearby, but no-one else around for miles.   

 

The drive to Mandavu was not very interesting.  The road 

was horrid in places but the vehicle ‘fixed-bit’ held up.  

Arriving around lunchtime we decided to be lazy and just 

enjoy the view over the dam and watch the hyrax clambering 

around on the rocks below.   

 

William our game scout was excellent.  He greeted us and 

then left us to get on while he did a spot of fishing in the 

dam.  He reappeared later to light our fire, make sure that all 

was well, light the fire for the hot water and then went to his 

house.  In the morning he arrived early to light our fire and 

make sure the water was 

kept hot in the boiler.   

 

Mandavu dam is quite a 

large dam so, watching the 

game on the far side, 

requires binoculars.  Other 

dams are more intimate so 

viewing is better.  Anyhow 

we saw a lot in the distance 

and enjoyed the hyrax and 

the birdlife in the camp.   

 

After another night of listening to lions and hyena calling in 

the night we packed up and started off for Main Camp.  Again 

the road is bad in places so we just took it slowly.  As you near 

Main Camp the wildlife viewing improves.         

 

The next couple of days were spent at Main Camp with drives 

into the park to watch the cyclists, to see the game and to visit 

Dardley at Somalisa Camp.   

 

Somalisa Camp has had some renovations and increased the 

size of its camp.  They now have more chalets and a family 

room.   

 

We had to laugh when Dardley told us of a New Zealand 

couple who arrived there during that cold spell.  Somalisa had 

temperatures in the negatives … and this couple, not packed 

for Africa’s cold, just couldn’t take it – they had to leave.   

 

It seems that it doesn’t matter how much we try to explain to our visitors that, yes, it does get cold here 

and bring some warm clothing.  Do they listen?  Usually not.   

 

 

 

 

 



I’ll just leave you with a few photos.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
New Business Park in Lusaka to be completed in October 

 

According to the news, the Levy Business Park is to be finished in October this year.  The park is another 

shopping mall with bits added.  The park is being financed by NAPSA at a cost of US$165million.  It will have 

an Edgars, Pick N Pay and two cinemas, plus office space.   

 

 

Itezhi-Tezhi Lake gets Patrol Boat 

Game Rangers International have provided a boat which will  be used for patrols on Lake Itezhi-Tezhi.  The 

boat will support the efforts of the Zambian Wildlife Authority in protection of the Kafue National Park.   

 

 

Flights Stopped 

The twice-weekly flight by Air Botswana from Kasane to Lusaka has stopped.  However, the flights on 

Fridays and Sundays from Gaborone to Lusaka will continue. 

 

 

ZIMBABWE 
 

Air Zimbabwe Update 

 

According to the news, the Air Zimbabwe pilots are still on strike.  Air Zim has lost over US$1million since 

the start of the strike.   



Ngoma Lodge officially opened 

 

During the week, President Ian Khama opened the new Ngoma Lodge.  The lodge is on a ridge overlooking 

the Chobe floodplain not far from the Ngoma Border post with Namibia.  I wrote a story about it some 

weeks ago when I visited.  And, can you imagine, they never invited me to the opening! 

 

Ngoma Lodge is a partnership between the community and investors and is a Community Based Natural 

Resources Management Project (CBNRM).    

 

 

Sanganai Tourism Fair 

 

The Sanganai Tourism Fair is to take place between 8-12th October.  Here is an extract from Bulawayo 24:   

 

The Sanganai/Hlanganani tourism and travel fair will kick off in the form of a Sanganai street procession 

which will culminate in the famous tourism night.  Addressing the media in the capital, ZTA Chief Executive, 

Mr. Karikoga Kaseke said over 157 exhibitors, 16 foreign companies, 13 countries, 30 media houses from 

across the globe and 65 buyers have confirmed participation. ... 

 

The People's Republic of China is the partner country for this year‘s edition of Sanganai in appreciation of 

the increasing numbers of tourists arrivals from that country.  Among the VIPs expected to grace this year's 

fair include the Minister of Tourism from Poland. Poland is the current European Union chair. 

 

And, according to their facebook page there are plenty of stands still up for grabs.   

 

 

NAMIBIA 
 

Crocodile Farm for Kongola 

 

Kongola is about 120 km west of Katima Mulilo and stands on the Kwando River.  There are plans to build a 

croc farm near Kongola in order to breed crocs.  At Sangwali and Kapani, in the same area, the culled crocs 

will be processed for their meat and skins.   

 

 

Seal Cull under the Namibian authority spotlight 

 

After so much publicity by animal rights groups about the seal cull which takes place annually at Cape Cross 

where about 80,000 seals are killed for their skins, the ombudsman, John Walters, says that he wants facts 

before he can consider the rights and wrongs of the cull.  Although being called upon by the activists to 

stop the cull, the ombudsman says it is not his place to do such a thing.  He says he has to act 

independently.   

 

The argument on the Namibian authorities’ side is that seals lead to a shortage of fish.  They therefore feel 

that, in order to protect their fish stocks the cull is a control measure. 

On the other hand, animal rights activists claim that the loss of fish stocks is by over-utilisation by the 

fishermen.   

The ombudsman says:  So far, I have wild allegations with no facts. I will complete my investigation and 

make my findings public. It is only fair that the truth is known whether or not we are exploiting, over 

utilising our resources. 

 

Canada is another country which has a seal cull and, interestingly, I found an article, part of which is copied 

below, from Cape Breton Post: 



 

The recent study indicating that cod stocks are recovering on the Scotian Shelf is certainly good news for 

Atlantic Canada. What is particularly interesting is that the area where this recovery appears to be 

occurring also happens to be the area that supports the largest population of grey seals off Canada’s east 

coast.  

 

Predation by grey seals has long been blamed for preventing groundfish stock recovery, with little scientific 

basis. It now appears that marine ecosystem recovery is possible with, and may even be assisted by, the 

presence of top predators such as grey seals. This latest research does not support claims that it is necessary 

to cull grey seals — or any other predator — to assist with groundfish stock recovery.  

 

A cull of grey seals, such as is currently being considered by DFO, is not supported by scientific evidence and 

would be cruel, costly to Canadian taxpayers, and potentially detrimental to marine ecosystems. Yet in our 

rush to reopen commercial fisheries, killing seals continues to be encouraged as a silver bullet to solve 

problems created by fisheries mismanagement and political ambition. 

 

 

Khaudum National Park Burns 

 

According to reports, Khaudum 

National Park in Namibia has 

been set ablaze.  Witnesses say 

that the bushfires have been so 

hot and extensive that large 

tracts of the park have been 

destroyed.  Khaudum National 

Park is on an elephant migration 

route; is home to roan and other 

antelope as well as hyena and 

lion.   

 

 

     

SWAZILAND 
The Story of Swaziland’s Wildlife 

 

In 1960 the Reilly family who farmed on Mlilwane wanted a national 

park in Swaziland to protect the wildlife; the wildlife at this time was 

minimal.  However it was decided that Swaziland did not need a 

wildlife park as Kruger National Park in South Africa was close by and 

‘would do’.    

 

The Reillys stopped traditional farming, losing their farming income, 

fenced their property and started to bring in the wildlife.  The Royal 

Swazi family supported the sanctuary and in 1967 proclaimed another 

area, Hlane as a national park. The Reillys were asked to take charge of 

the protection of the new park with their organisation, Big Game Parks.   

 

It is with this backdrop that Big Game Parks has taken on the protected 

areas in Swaziland with government sanction and Royal family 

approval.  Had it not been for that family, there would be no wildlife 

left in Swaziland.   

 



It was the Reillys who brought rhinos back to Swaziland where they have flourished, with one major hiccup.  

1988 saw the start of the 4-year rhino war in Swaziland when 80% of the rhino were poached.   In 1991, in 

fear of the extinction of their rhino, the government brought a new law into place with mandatory jail 

sentences for anyone caught poaching rhino.  Better protection measures were also put in place.   

 

From that time, up until 3 June 2011, Swaziland had not lost one rhino to poaching.  The rhinos in Swaziland 

are protected to such an extent that they are used to being near people; they have no fear of them.  But, 

on that day, 3 June, while Big Game Parks staff were busy organising an annual cycle race, poachers walked 

up to a rhino mother, shot her at point blank range and removed her horns.  Her calf escaped but died 

three weeks later. 

 

There is also an added dimension to the story of wildlife conservation in Swaziland which has been added 

by Thuli Makama, and environmental attorney.  Thuli Makama won the Goldman prize for championing the 

rights of the people in Swaziland.  According to the article about Thuli Makama when she won the prize, 

Goldman states: 

 

... Swaziland, a kingdom landlocked in the middle of South Africa and Mozambique, has a population of 

about one million people. While the country has been plagued by food and water shortages, overwhelmed 

health systems and ever rising levels of poverty, its reputation as an international destination for big game 

hunters and wildlife tourists has continued to grow. Because of the unique mountainous geography and 

populations of iconic African wildlife, game parks and reserves have proliferated. But, in the name of 

conservation, local people have been increasingly forced off of their traditional lands and persecuted for 

continuing the hunting and gathering practices necessary for their survival. 

 

Rural poverty-stricken communities depend heavily on the environment for their most basic needs. The 

environment is an integral part of their lives, historically providing building materials, medicinal plants, food 

and firewood. Indigenous knowledge and practices are centered on ensuring the conservation of these 

resources for future generations. However, communities are increasingly forced to compete with 

commercial interests for access to these environmental resources. ... 

 

Another complication arose when Hlantambita Farm of around 400 ha was bought to extend Mkhaya Game 

Reserve.  The farm had become home to some illegal squatters.  The squatters were allocated an 

alternative home site, offered money and other assistance to move – the alternative site was twice the size 

and had better facilities.   

 

Thuli Makama has taken up the cause of the people (squatters) – she feels that they should be allowed to 

remain on the land - while Big Game Parks is attempting to free up the land for the extension of the park.  

There is a lot of mud-slinging from both sides. 

 

For me, the bottom line is that every country needs to protect its environmental heritage.  Swaziland has 

4% of its land allocated to wildlife; Zambia has 30%.  Therefore, compared to Zambia, Swaziland’s wildlife 

areas are minimal.  The fact that if it wasn’t for the Reilly family, Swaziland would have no game left, should 

really speak for itself.   

 

Stories about the Reilly family and Big Game Parks mention high-handed methods of dealing with poachers, 

but when poachers of these days are armed with AKs and will kill a game scout without a second thought, it 

is not a surprise that the scouts are ‘enthusiastic’ – their lives are on the line.  And, when it comes to the 

movement of a small group of illegal squatters, surely right is right and that they should not have been 

there in the first place.  They may be poor people but they also have to live within the law.   

 

We all know now that humans are dependent upon the well-being of their environment.  If we continue to 

take up more and more land for the wasteful habits of humans, we are not only destroying our 

environment, eventually we will destroy ourselves.   

 



From Wolfgang’s Column 

 

AFRICAN GREY PARROTS RELEASES 

Last week saw the release of most of the African 

Grey parrots, which were confiscated by UWA and 

customs officials at the Mpondwe border post 

between Uganda and Congo DR last year.  

Initially kept at the Wildlife Education Centre in 

Entebbe, where they were assessed and as 

necessary received veterinary treatment, the ever 

rarer birds were set free in Kibale National Park 

to enjoy their life in a habitat where there is 

enough food for them and the space to roam and 

breed. 

It was learned that amongst the over 200 birds 

initially released were also others taken from a 

private residence along the Entebbe highway, 

where the African Grey is often found in patches 

of forests and regularly trapped by illegal traders, 

since a bird can fetch as much as 2.000 US Dollars 

in overseas markets. The remainder of the parrots 

still kept at UWEC are also due for release soon at 

another location upcountry.  

Sections of the expatriate community too are said 

to be keen to display the birds in cages at their 

posh residences, fueled by UWA’s policy to issue 

permits for keeping inspite of the illegal captures. 

The African Grey has progressively disappeared 

from areas near Kampala but appears readily available on a thriving black market for this and many 

other attractively coloured species of birds. Time to act on these transgressions, diplomatic status of 

many of the keepers in Kampala notwithstanding.  

 
 

NYUNGWE FOREST, VIEWS FROM ABOVE AND FROM BELOW 

If ever I have entered an enchanted forest, where I expected to momentarily 

see elves and hobbits emerge from behind these huge moss covered trees, or 

where I would run into these legendary shepards of the trees, it would be 

Nyungwe. I have of course no idea if Prof. J.R.R. Tolkien ever was in 

Nyungwe or even heard of it, but his narratives in the Hobbit and The Lord 

of the Rings, of the Great Forest and others our heroes had to troop through, 

this comes the closest, including seeing giant spider webs.  

A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to see this magnificent forest, 

courtesy of the Rwanda Development Board – Tourism & Conservation and 

of Nyungwe Forest Lodge, and while I had read up, extensively as I do when 

I prepare for travel on assignment, nothing had truly prepared me for the 

reality of it. 

Steady driving from Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda, takes one about 3 ½ hours, though it is 

advisable to make stops enroute, for instance to visit the main national museum in Huye, formerly 

Butare, which contains a wide variety of cultural, historical and other important collections and 

artifacts from present day as well as the days of the Rwanda Kingdom. Butare used to be the 

administrative capital during the colonial days but has until now retained its charm and attraction as 

the ‘cultural capital’ of Rwanda, underscored through the presence of the National University which is 

based and headquartered here. 

The road from Kigali to Butare is scenic and in first class shape, allowing for good progress to be 

made. Leaving Kigali in the early morning will allow for sufficient time to stop at the museum and 

take a guided tour, and thereafter having a late lunch in Butare before driving on towards Nyungwe 

Forest National Park.  



On this stretch the road is gradually getting worse, probably as most visitors would expect, but it is 

due to be completely re-carpeted as of next year, which then makes the drive to this magical park the 

proverbial walk in the park.  

The best time to arrive at the Nyungwe Forest Lodge, in my humble opinion, is in the late afternoon, 

right in time for tea, which allows for a gradual settling in, getting to the cottage without a rush, 

unpacking the cases, sitting on the balcony and listening to the bird song or else get acquainted with 

the location by taking a walk across the extensive tea plantation into which Nyungwe Forest Lodge is 

‘embedded’.   

 With 24 rooms and one very posh VIP cottage, the lodge is small enough to be ‘private’ and yet large 

enough to travel with a couple of friends just as keen as seeing this gem of a forest national park. 

So what are Nyungwe’s main features you may ask. Well, let’s start with the fauna found in the park 

and adjoining buffer areas: records kept by RDB from the ‘old’ ORTPN days show that there are 13 

species of primates including as many as 500 documented chimpanzees, 75 different mammal species, 

over 270 species of birds including about 25 endemics, complemented by what experts say hundreds of 

different butterflies. Moving on to the flora of the park, the records are equally impressive: over 250 

types of different trees, countless shrubs and flowering plants including yet to be fully explored 

medicinal plants, and standing out from them are the giant lobelias found deep in the forest, as if 

sprung from prehistoric times. Most of the giant tropical trees are ‘home’ to symbiotic plants, ferns, 

mosses and most notably orchids in all shapes, sizes and colours, making every stop to gaze at these 

giants of the forest different, as the guide from the park office continues his expert explanations. And 

not to forget the smallest ‘things’, 

insects, never fully catalogued so 

no detailed numbers were 

available from the park head 

quarters, which add to the variety 

of life forms found in the forest. 

Elevations reach from a ‘low’ level 

of around 1.600 metres to as high 

as Mt. Bigugu’s peaks which 

stands 2.925 metres above sea 

level and constitutes the highest point anywhere in the national park. The regular rainfall, just short of 

2.000 mm per annum, contributes to the unique and varied biodiversity across the 1.000 square 

kilometres of forest to which researchers from around the world come to see and explore. … 

 

To read the rest of Wolfgang’s enchanting story, go to : www.wolfganghthome.wordpress.com 

 

 

CALENDAR 

Year Month Dates Where Event 

2011 AUGUST 8 Zimbabwe Heroes Day 

2011 AUGUST 9 Zimbabwe Defence Forces Day 

2011 AUGUST 13 
Zambezi Sun, Livingstone, 

Zambia 
Beyond the Victoria Falls Signing 

2011 AUGUST 14 Livingstone, Zambia Row Zambezi Finish 

     2011 AUGUST 27 South Luangwa, Zambia Malaila Traditional Ceremony 

2011 AUGUST 26 Namibia Heroes Day 

2011 AUGUST 27 Gonarazhou, Zimbabwe Machangana Culture and Arts Festival 

2011 AUGUST 28 Vic Falls Town, Zimbabwe Vic Falls Half Marathon 

2011 SEPTEMBER 30 Botswana Independence Day 

2011 OCTOBER 8-12 Harare, Zimbabwe Sanganai Travel Exhibition 

2011 OCTOBER 15-21 Hwange NP, Zimbabwe South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 OCTOBER 24 Zambia Independence Day 

2011 OCTOBER 26-28 Kariba, Zimbabwe Kariba Tiger Tournament 



The idea behind this calendar is to remind us what is happening.  I have a terrible memory so always forget 

dates.  Please if you  have something that needs to be included, let me know. 

 

 

A Missing Grandpa 

 

The computer swallowed grandpa.  

Yes, honestly it’s true!  

He pressed 'control and 'enter'  

And disappeared from view.  

 

It devoured him completely,  

The thought just makes me squirm.  

he must have caught a virus  

Or been eaten by a worm.  

 

I've searched through the recycle bin  

And files of every kind;  

I've even used the Internet,  

But nothing did I find.  

 

In desperation, I asked Jeeves  

My searches to refine.  

The reply from him was negative,  

Not a thing was found 'online.'  

 

So, if inside your 'Inbox,'  

My Grandpa you should see,  

Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' him  

And send him back to me. 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

2011 NOVEMBER 5-17 Liuwa Plain, Zambia South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 DECEMBER 10 Namibia Human Rights Day 

2011 DECEMBER 25-26 
 

Christmas 

2012 FEBRUARY 8-12 Zanizibar Zanzibar’s Sauti Za Busara Music Festival 


